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Legal Stuff
bimmer immer is the publication of the Badger Bimmers chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc.  Neither is connected in any way with 
BMW AG or with BMW North America. Opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy or the opinions 
of the Chapter or the Club.  Suggestions and recommendations set forth herein for modifications to BMWs or other vehicles are not authorized by 
the manufacturer unless expressly stated, and they may actually void new and used car warranties.  The Chapter and the Club assume no respon-
sibility for any such modifications, or their subsequent results, attempted or completed by vehicle owners, their friends or enemies, their mechan-
ics or people who think they’re mechanics until something goes wrong.  bimmer immer is published in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Correspondence, 
articles, advertising, and comments should be addressed to:  Editor  •  editor@badgerbimmers.org

Cover Photo: 1991 Audi 200 Quattro of the Stinky Rat Trap Racing team.  
Photo by David Swernoff

• Badger Bimmers Board of Directors •
President

Michael Loos  •  pres@badgerbimmers.org

Vice-President
Ron Pace  • vp@badgerbimmers.org

Treasurer
Mike Clemens  •  treasurer@badgerbimmers.org

Secretary
David Swernoff  •  secretary@badgerbimmers.org

Board Members 
Will Hippensteel  •  Bill Nicoud  •  Dave Tatem  •  Dave Thuerk

Driving Events Coordinator
Mike Clemens  •  drivingevents@badgerbimmers.org

Past President
Darcy Yench  •  pastpres@badgerbimmers.org

Editor
Don Gawronski  •  editor@badgerbimmers.org  

Membership Chairman
Mustafa Emir  •  membership@badgerbimmers.org

Chief DE Instructors
Mary Medo and John Morgan

Madison Liaison 
Larry O’Brien  •  madisonliaison@badgerbimmers.org

Fox Valley Liaison 
Jeff Sonnleitner  •  foxvalleyliaison@badgerbimmers.org

Webmaster 
Will Hippensteel  •  webmaster@badgerbimmers.org

Technical service Advisor 
Jenny Morgan  •  tech@badgerbimmers.org

bimmer immer



3january/february 2012

Board meetings generally are held on the second Thursday of each month. They start promptly at 7:00 pm.  
Board meetings are open to all members.  The Board encourages member attendance.

Beginning February 9, 2012, monthly Board meetings will convene at 
Libiamo Restaurant & Hall  •  221 W. Galena St.  •  Milwaukee, WI 53212  •  Phone: 414-271-1155

Please consult the monthly Calendar (above) for exact locations and dates.

2012
 January 14 Holiday Party/Annual Membership meeting at ComedySportz, Milwaukee

 February 9  Board Meeting – 7 pm **NEW LOCATION**  Libiamo’s near 3rd and Cherry Sts.,  
Milwaukee

 February 11 Chicago Auto Show Motor Coach Trip

 March TBD* Board meeting – Madison

 April 12 Board Meeting – 7 pm, Libiamo’s

 May 10 Board Meeting – 7 pm, Libiamo’s

 May 12 Spring Clean-up at O’Reilly Motor Cars, Milwaukee

 May 25 DE Day at Blackhawk Farms Raceway

 June TBD Tail gate party and Milwaukee Brewer’s game, Miller Park, Milwaukee

 June 14 Board Meeting – 7 pm, Libiamo’s

 July 9 DE Day at Blackhawk Farms Raceway

 July 12 Board Meeting – 7 pm, Libiamo’s

 July TBD Annual Golf Outing

 August 9 Board Meeting – 7 pm, Libiamo’s

 August 20 DE Day at Blackhawk Farms Raceway

 September 13 Board Meeting – 7 pm, Libiamo’s

 September 17-23 National Octoberfest at Mid-Ohio Race Track

 September 28 Advanced Driver & Instructor Day at Road America

 September 29-30 OktoberFAST Driver School at Road America

 October TBD Board Meeting – 11am, Enterprise BMW, Appleton, WI

 October TBD Fall Car Clean-up, 10am - 2pm,  Salvaggio Auto Design, Port Washington, WI

 November 8 Board Meeting – 7 pm, Libiamo’s

 December 13 Board Meeting – 7 pm, Libiamo’s

January 12, 2013   Annual Holiday Party and Membership Meeting

*Exact date to be determined
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CGI Motorsports’ 2012 
DE Schedule 

CGI Motorsports would like to thank all of our 
friends for making 2011 another successful 

season.  We recently finalized our Gingerman driver 
education dates for 2012:

May 7 & 21, June 4, 11 & 25, July 9 & 23,  
August 6 & 20, September 10 & 24, October 1 & 15.

Sign up at www.cgimotorsports.com.

Nicoud Runs Marathon 
for Crohn’s & Colitis 

Badger Bimmers’ 
Board member Bill 

Nicoud competed in 
the Las Vegas marathon 
December 4, in sup-
port of the Crohn’s & 
Colitis Foundation.  
He and about 2000 
other Crohn’s Team 
Challenge participants 
raised $4.5 million 
nationally, $170,000 
coming from Wiscon-
sin.  Bill’s own efforts 
raised $4600.  

Bill ran among a 
total field of 44,000 athletes from all over the coun-
try.  The second half of the marathon was run on 
the Las Vegas strip, at night — only the second time 
during the year when the strip is closed to traffic.  
He was able to finish the full marathon course in 
4:33:00, a new personal best!  

Congratulations, Bill, on a great effort for a great 
cause.

~DAG

BMW Documentary 
Available on DVD

Racing fans can now get their hands on a unique, 
feature-length documentary about BMW Mo-

torsport’s endeavors at the Nürburgring 24 Hours: 
“24hours – One Team. One Target” by filmmakers 
Tim and Nick Hahne.  Armed with their camera, 
the brothers accompanied BMW Motorsport dur-
ing its preparations for the endurance classic before 
filming the race action in the “Green Hell” at close 
hand.  The result is an intimate, 104-minute sports 
documentary, the likes of which has never been seen 
in Germany.  It can be ordered online now on DVD 
(23.90 Euros) or Blu-ray (25.90 Euros) at  
www.racingwebshop.de.

~Mustafa Emir

P Avenue Park ’n’ Ride around 
7 a.m.  Please see the Web site 

(www.badgerbimmers.org) for 
exact times of departure.  If you’re 

interested in going, please e-mail me 
at pastpres@badgerbimmers.org 

to reserve your seat because num-
bers will be limited.  Members will 

purchase their own tickets for the show.
See you then!

~Darcy Yench

Please join us on The Badger 
Bimmers Motor Coach Trip to 
the Chicago Auto Show.  We 

will travel in elegant style from 
Milwaukee to Chicago stopping 
for breakfast on the way down.  
We will be going the morning of 
Saturday, February 11, and we will 
return the same day.  We will have two rendezvous 
areas in Milwaukee, one on the north side of town 
at the Brown Deer Road Park ’n’ Ride around 6:30 
a.m., and the other on the south side at the College 

bi

bi

bi

bi

Back by Popular Demand...
Badger Bimmers Going to 2012 Chicago Auto Show

Badger Bimmers

News of Note...

Bill and Pam Nicoud
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HHappy Holidays and thanks to all in the Badger Bimmers Club.  Badger Bimmers had a good year and I, 
as President, am required to take credit for it.  Thank you, thank you very much.  (Imagine applause and 
a parade wave.)

The Holiday Party at Comedysportz® is coming right up, in fact, by the time you read this, it will be only 
about a week away.  Please come and enjoy the evening with us.  If you have any trouble with the sign-up 
process at motorsportreg.com, please call or e-mail me.

Meeting people is fun.  Getting to know them is even better — its like 
unwrapping a gift. Badger Bimmer Board member Bill Nicoud is a great ex-
ample.  I had no idea that he is seriously involved in raising money for the 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation.  (Read more in this issue.)  Very cool, Bill!

Speaking of exceptional people, how about Mike Clemens?  (Board 
member, Club Treasurer, and driver education coordinator).  As if he 
doesn’t do enough, he has been nominated to a National Club position.  
He has been nominated to be the North Central region’s representative 
on the Driving Events Committee.  Luckily for us, even if he wins the job, 
he’ll still be running our driving events!  Anybody can be president, it 
takes skill to do what Mike Clemens does for the Club.

Thanks to all the members who attended a Board meeting at Brew City 
Grille in Mequon, Bergstom BMW in Appleton, or Kelly Moss in Madison 
this past year.  Please come to another meeting this coming year.  Members 
are always welcome and, more importantly, your input is always valued.

We are moving the regular metro Milwaukee meetings to Libiamo’s 
restaurant in downtown Milwaukee.  Libiamo’s is located in Schlitz Park 
and occupies the historic space that was once the Brown Bottle Pub.  There 
is free parking in the structure — it’s well marked on 3rd Street just north 
of Cherry Street.  The first meeting there will be February 9th.

And finally, there is an article in this issue written by David Swernoff 
(another Board member) about a 24 Hours of LeMons (like the fruit) race.  I just want to say that, although 
the car was good, the people were better.  Thanks to fellow Stinky Rat Trap racers David Swernoff, Jeff Joy, 
and Michael Slagle, I rank that race weekend as the most fun I ever had on wheels.

From the President
Mike Loos

bi

A Great Year, but Don’t Forget 
the Annual Dinner

Comedysportz Holiday Party Registration Info...
• The cost for a member and first guest is $25 each, which includes dinner and two drink tickets (beer or 

wine).  $50 for each additional guest.

• Registration and payment will be handled by MotorsportReg.  Please go to the Badger Bimmers Web site, 
www.badgerbimmers.org, and simply click on the link to MotorsportReg (www.motorsportreg.com).  

• If you prefer to use u.s. maIl, please send a note and a check (payable to Badger Bimmers) to —

Annual Dinner  •  c/o Badger Bimmers  •  P.O. BOX 71139  •  Milwaukee, WI 53211
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W and Radical race cars was pretty hilarious.  The mem-
bers were very gracious for sharing their track, and 
lots of them even came to watch the LeMons Race 
just for fun.

Lemons to lemonade
In a LeMons race, each team needs to have a theme 
for its car.  One car had a Charlie Sheen theme with 
his memorable one-liners painted all over the car.  
Another team had a Pabst theme and painted their 
car like a PBR can and wore accompanying outfits 
to match.  There was even a lowly Toyota MR2 (1st 
gen) that was themed like a BMW M1.  It was actu-
ally pretty amazing how much it resembled an M1 
coming up the track.  Aside from themes, the team 
members had to have outfits to accompany their 
themed car — without outfits, laps are taken away 

from your total 
as a handicap.  
So, if you want 
to win, all these 
regulations must 
be followed oth-
erwise you lose 
points and really 
lose out at a shot 
to finish well in 
the race.  

Our car name 

was Stinky Rat Trap Racing.  We painted the car like 
a piece of Swiss cheese and put a giant rat on top, 
stuck in an oversized mousetrap, to complete the 
look.  The theme was well received and lots of other 
LeMons racers were taking pictures and commenting 

What is a 24 Hours of LeMons Race, you ask?  
It’s a race in which you bring a car worth 
no more than $500 and drive the tires off it 

from Saturday morning until Sunday afternoon.  
24 hours, you ask?  Well, almost — it’s actually 

an eight hour race on Saturday and a seven hour race 
on Sunday.  Since the competitors’ cars are so lowly 
and ill-maintained (most need some time, if not the 
entire night, to get their cars rigged for the second leg 

of the race), you honestly have 
to see to believe the things 
that people do to keep their 
cars in the race.

A turn to the “dark side”
You are probably wondering 
where and what we drove?  
Well, since this is the BMW 
Club newsletter, I regret to in-
form you that we turned to the 
dark side and drove an Audi.  
It’s a 1991 Audi 200 Quattro, a massive beast of a 
car that, in his own words the LeMons judge said, 
“had no right taking place in a race like this!”  He 
was kind of right.  The judge informed us that 
no Audi had ever finished a LeMons race without 
some major electrical or mechanical failure and he 
didn’t expect ours to, either — not exactly confi-
dence-inspiring.  But we carried on!  

The race took place in Joliet, Illinois, at the Au-
tobahn Country Club.  Autobahn is split into two 
tracks; we drove the South Course while club mem-
bers were free to race the North Course.  The mix of 
crappy LeMons racers and brand new Porsche, BMW, 

The 
24 Hours of LeMons 

Story and photos by David Swernoff
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Saturday night was 
great.  We changed the spark 
plugs, put on our spare set 
of front tires (even though 
the Saturday tires looked 
flawless), checked oil, bled 
brakes, etc.  Only about one 
hour of work really.  We 
had some amazing Mexican 

food for dinner that night that was as authentic as 
the sky is blue, and were stuffed.  The neighboring 
racers were passing around Crown Royal, PBR, and 
there was even a keg of some microbrew from who-
knows-where floating around, too.  Some teams were 
wrenching on cars with generators going, welders 
working, and work lights shining brightly in the pits.  
Then there was us, just walking around smiling like 
a bunch of lucky bastards for having an easy day and 
good driving.

A splendid, surprising Sunday
Sunday was more of the same.  A relatively unevent-
ful day filled with hot laps, driver changes and refuel-
ing.  We spent a bit of time strategizing Saturday 
night and knew it was going to be impossible to over-
take all the front runners.  We set our sights, came 
up with a plan, and executed.  Of course a few black 
flags for the front runners or other blunders would 
have been nice, but these guys are all experienced 
LeMons racers with cars that have been worked 
out over a few LeMons races and they all work very 
well.  We picked up a few places and ended in 7th 

place.  When you consider 
100 cars started the race, 
about 30 failed to finish and 
we ended up in 7th with a 
first-time car and three first-
time LeMons drivers, we felt 
as if we might as well have 
won.  Ultimately we lost to 
very well prepared cars like 
a Honda CRX, turbo Integra, 
BMW E30, and Porsche 944.  
(How the 944 made the $500 

budget is beyond me!)
Our result was a surprise to the judges, other 

competitors, and ourselves.  The Audi had quite a 
few strengths on-track that set it apart from the vari-
ous old junk out there, but it wouldn’t have meant 
anything without reliability.  Mike did a fantastic 
job preparing the car, sorting through what was 
necessary and what could 

on a well styled car.
Cars had failures of all 

sorts during the race.  Our 
neighboring team was 
campaigning a Chevy Ber-
etta, which was surprisingly 
good.  They had to build a 
hybrid front axle overnight 
in order to continue racing 
on Sunday.  They did, it worked, and they finished 
26th out of 100 cars.  Another team actually used 
metal strapping to fabricate a rod bearing on their 
MKIII VW Jetta 2.0 that worked, but briefly.  I think 
they only made it a few laps.

The Audi x-factor
Thanks to our team captain, car builder, and Badger 
Bimmer President, Mike Loos, we didn’t have to get 
our hands dirty.  Heck, after eight hours on track, 
we didn’t even check our rear tire pressures — ev-
erything was going so well we figured it was best 
not to mess with a good thing.  The unpredictable 
Audi was flawless.  The team consisted of Mike Loos, 
Mike Slagle, Jeff Joy, and me, David Swernoff.  We 
all have lots of track experience in Badger Bimmer’s 
drivers school scenarios, but we don’t all have racing 
experience.  We were counting on our drivers school 
experience to provide us with consistent lap times 
and cool heads to get through a long race without 
any drama.  Although we were confident in the car, 
it was still a cheap, sometimes unreliable Audi that 
was the major x-factor for the race.  

There was no drama 
on Saturday.  We routinely 
checked the brakes and 
front tire pressures at pit 
stops and they were consis-
tently in excellent condi-
tion.  One hundred cars 
started the race.  At the end 
of the first hour we were in 
26th, the second hour we 
moved up to 22nd, the third 
hour we made it to 20th.  
We didn’t look at the time sheets too often, but we 
knew we had made it to 15th with a few hours left 
and we put Mike Loos back in the car with about 
one hour 45 minutes until the Saturday checker to 
finish off the day.  Amazingly to all of us, we were up 
to 10th place by the end of race day one!  I think it’s 
fair to say all four of us were surprised at this result 
and a little excited to see what we could do Sunday. Continued on page 13
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My name is Bill Nicoud, and 
I’m running for a second 
term as a Board member 

for the Badger Bimmers.  It’s hard to 
believe almost two years have gone by 
already.  We have been busy, with Oc-
toberfest, OctoberFasts, logo changes, 
Web site changes, etc.  There is more 
work to do and I would like your sup-
port to continue this work.  As always, 
we need your input and support to 
make this Club strong and enjoyable, 
so get involved, whether it means 
voting for a candidate or planning an 
event.  This Club is better with you!  
Thanks for your consideration.

I seek your endorsement as Vice Presi-
dent of the Badger Bimmers for the 
coming year.  Having served in this 

role for the past year, I am familiar with 
the duties and believe I can continue to 
contribute at a high level to the Club 
leadership.  I truly enjoy the people in 
the region and feel fortunate to be part 
of such a forward thinking, dynamic 
group.

My present term as General Board Member is nearing its end.  
As a result, I am at another decision point on what direction 
I want to take related to my involvement in the Club.  These 

last two years as a Board member seem to have passed by quickly.  I 
continue to enjoy the Club immensely, its activities and the connec-
tions to the members I have met over the years.  I look forward to 
many more.  My decision is to run for the position of Secretary.  So I 
am asking you to vote for me and allow me to continue to be involved 
in the planning and support of the activities that make the Club inter-
esting and fun.

Remember to attend our annual Holiday party and bring your bal-
lot.  If you are unable to come, mail in your ballot and show support 
for the Board member candidates.

bi

bi

Election 
2012

for Vice President...

for Secretary...

Ron Pace

D
avid

 Th
uerk

for Board Member...

Bill Nicoud Cindy Ansay

bi
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My name is Cindy M. Ansay and I am currently 
running for a Board position with the Badger 
Bimmers.  Previously, when first elected to the 

Board in 2004, I had assisted the Club with the planning 
and preparation of our events.  I have been privileged to 
meet many of our members while working registration at 
our driving schools and other events.  I was responsible 
for the initial implementation of the Road America project 
and I have chaired our annual car show at International 
Autos for several years.  While I greatly enjoy my interac-
tion with Club members, I am equally at home behind the 
scenes planning and implementing our various projects and 
events.  I grew up with BMWs and they have been a true 
passion of mine since I learned to drive.  My first car was 
a 2002 — and I consider myself lucky to have not one but 
two of these fine cars still in my possession.

I am looking forward to continuing my enthusiasm for 
and dedication to the Club and my passion for the marque! bi

for Board Member...

Bill Nicoud Cindy Ansay

BALLOTfor 
2 0 1 2  B A D G E R  B I M M E R S  E L E C T I O N

VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY

RON PACE  DAVID THUERK 
Write-in   Write-in
Candidate ______________________________________________ Candidate ___________________________________

BOARD MEMBERS 
(We are electing two candidates, so vote for two.)

CINDY M. ANSAY  BILL NICOUD 
Write-in Candidate ________________________________________________________________________

Your BMW CCA Member Number__________________

After you have voted, bring your ballot to  
the Annual Party, January 14, 2012, or mail to: 

2012 ELECTION
c/o Badger Bimmers
P.O. BOX 71139
Milwaukee, WI  53211
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I eye-to-eye with his local dealer.  So, he had to get 
permission to take the car to a certified Mercedes 
mechanic near him to perform warrantied work on 
the car. 

We talked on for a while about his enjoyment 
of the car.  He shared that the car was painted silver 
after a rear end collision, his chance to have a color 
more suitable.  We covered other history of the car, 
and I shared that I would like the opportunity to 
give him a ride whenever the car was back in order.  
I also mentioned he would have to wait a while, 

since this could take some time.  (I’ve always 
been a master of under statement!) 

I was relieved and grateful to learn some of 
the car’s history.  Now, my next decision was 
staring me right in the face, COLOR!  

Purists would argue that, with its history and 
low miles, the car should be returned to its orig-
inal Bristol.  I’ve been in this business a long 
time and I understand the argument, but I’m 
also a visual kind of guy, so there was no way I 
was going to live with grey, sorry just not going 
to happen.  But I do understand and agree that 

at least a period-correct 
color would be going 
in the right direction.  I 
did some digging and 
decided that, to comple-
ment the blue and black 
interior, Caribbean Blue 
would be a color I could 
live with.  I thought it 
would work with the 
interior, and also show 
off the exterior chrome 
nicely.  Well, that’s the 

easy part. 
Now all that’s left is stripping the car down, 

repairing forty years of sitting around stuff, re-repair-
ing the rear-end collision damage, building an en-
gine, replacing just about anything made of rubber, 
and TA DA! a cool car.  Well, maybe there’s a little 
more to it (master of understatement, remember?).  

Stay tuned!

I  felt good about the car and my decision to buy it, 
but I was still curious about its past and the origi-
nal owner.  I talked with the nice young man; he 

was willing to put me in contact with the original 
owner, his father-in-law. 

I waited for his call.  When it arrived, I was ex-
cited, to say the least, anxious to hear about the car’s 
history, and his experience with it.  I hadn’t written 
down the questions I wanted to ask, so I’m sure I left 
a lot on the table when I talked with him, but what I 
got was worth the wait. 

He shared with me that he was in the 
service and stationed in Germany at the 
time.  He told me he took leave-time to 
travel to the factory and watch the car 
being built, and how the workers were 
rewarded if the cars were built with no 
flaws, and the inspectors were likewise re-
warded if they did find flaws with the car.  
(Nice system of checks and balances.) 

I had to ask him about the color 
choice, Bristol, which is kind of a primer grey — not 
very flattering, I thought.  He related that, depend-
ing on when you ordered, you had a limited choice 
of colors that were available.  He chose Bristol, but 
admitted he wasn’t thrilled with it either. 

He continued on about his experience with the 
car when he arrived back in the states, how there 
were so few dealers in the area, and he didn’t see bi

Part 3 by Bill Nicoud

Bimmer  in the Barn

Photos by Bill Nicoud
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A storage, as well as overcharge, on the corrosion rate.  
When the battery voltage drops below 12.7 volts, 
the corrosion rate starts to accelerate.  As the bat-
tery voltage continues to decrease, the corrosion rate 
accelerates further.  When the voltage drops below 
12 volts, the acceleration rate becomes exponential.  
Looking at the other end of the graph, it shows a 
similar response when the voltage rises above 13.8 
volts.  The corrosion rate at high voltage accelerates 
at an exponential rate as well.  

As mentioned above, the environment also af-
fects corrosion rate.  That environment is tempera-
ture.  A battery is an electrochemical system, its ac-
tivity is related to temperature.  Colder temperatures 
reduce activity and high temperatures accelerate 

activity.  That 
activity for a 
battery is cor-
rosion rate and 
self discharge.  
Storage in a 
cool location 
is benefi-
cial, whereas 
storage in a 
hot location 
will acceler-
ate stand-loss 
(lowering the 
voltage) and 
accelerate cor-
rosion rate.

So the best case for storage is to keep the bat-
tery on a low voltage float charge over 13.0 volts 
and below 13.8 volts.  This range keeps the battery’s 
internal parts at a voltage that produces the lowest 
corrosion rates.  The way to do this is with a charger 
that controls the charge voltage.  A Battery Tender or 
similar system keeps the battery in the best voltage 
range.  If the battery is connected in the car, these 
units will supply the car with the needed current to 
power the electronics thus completely eliminating 
the effect of parasitic draw.  With a disconnected 
battery, the float charger also maintains the battery 
voltage to eliminate the stand-loss.

My recommendation is 

As a battery is brought to life (the point at which 
acid is added and the battery is charged), cor-
rosion of the internal components starts and 

there is no condition that will halt the corrosion.  
Lead-acid batteries will corrode into a useless state 
with sufficient time if used or not.  All that can be 
done is to keep the battery at the lowest corrosion 
rate possible.  The useful life of an automotive bat-
tery is related to the amount of time the battery is 
exposed to overcharge, the length of time sitting in 
a low state-of-charge or completely discharged, and 
the temperature exposure during use or storage (high 
temperature is the worst).

Maintaining the battery charge is critical during 
storage.  When a battery is left in a car connected to 
the electronics, 
the parasitic 
draw and self 
discharge slow-
ly reduces the 
charge.  With 
sufficient time, 
the battery will 
completely 
discharge — 
stand-time in 
a discharged 
state is ex-
tremely detri-
mental.  When 
a battery’s state 
of charge is 
decreased, the internal structure starts to corrode at 
an elevated rate.  The corrosion rate increases as the 
state of charge continues to decrease.  

Looking at the opposite extreme, overcharge is 
also detrimental.  Placing the battery for extended 
times on a regular battery charger will overcharge 
the battery.  Overcharge accelerates the corrosion 
rate of the internal components as well as elevates 
the liquid loss by electrolysis (generating oxygen 
and hydrogen from water).  The acceleration of the 
corrosion rate of lead can be represented in a graph 
that relates the corrosion rate to the battery volt-
age.  It may seem like going back to science class, 
but a graph is a simple way to represent the effects of 

Battery Clinic Part 2 —

Storing Your Auto Battery
Technical Report by Dave Theurk

Continued on page 13



 12 www.badgerbimmers.org

T
part of the turn, then it sud-
denly oversteers in the exit,” he 
says.  An engineer  looks at him 
blankly.  Ratzenberger is inter-
viewed after a session.  “I’m 
doing things in the car that I 
never expected to have to do,” 
he says.  He shakes his head. 

We see Ratzenberger’s crash.  
A helicopter hovers over the 
wreckage for long moments 
before the safety crew arrives.  
The car is mangled and split 
into pieces.  Ratzenberger lies on the track.  Senna 
leaves the pit and goes to see for himself.  The race is 
hours away.

A worldwide tragedy
On race day, drivers are interviewed in their cars, 
grim, humorless, scared.  They strap in, we see them 
close up.  Senna especially seems to be sick at heart.  
(A friend had begged him to quit.)  In the first laps 
of the race, he leads Schumacher, the eventual win-
ner.  A re-start, required after a minor accident, is 
botched by an underpowered compact sedan setting 
an inadequate pace during the caution.  (The other 
pace car was tied up in the pits.)  It is not safe to run 
on cold tires.  They need a faster pace.  Senna ges-
tures angrily to the pace car driver.  The race restarts.

We watch Senna’s in-car video.  He enters a series 
of turns, each taken faster than the last.  Exiting the 
turn leading to the fastest straight, something hap-
pens so quickly that Senna has time to react only 
with a quick, small motion of his hands, but the 
car goes straight off into a concrete wall.  The in-car 
video shows the right front wheel detaching and 
flying at his head, then everything goes blank.  His 
death is a worldwide event.

* * *
Senna is among the greatest racing movies ever 

made.  Much of his remarkable life is documented, 
including many home videos from his family.  Sadly, 
the movie is not available on DVD, but is available 
on streaming Netflix.  Be sure not to buy the com-
mercial, fictional version made in 2004, which used 
actors.

The recent death of Dan Wheldon in Las Vegas 
in the Indy Car race makes even more poignant 
the death of Ayrton Senna at San Marino in 

1994.  I saw the Senna documentary a week before 
Wheldon’s death, and it provoked a strong emotion-
al response. 

In the film, we witness Senna’s evolution from 
a super-competitive, arrogant and rule-bending 
newcomer, to a more sensitive, thoughtful driver in 
his thirties.  Having won his first world title in 1988, 
he was deprived of the championship in 1989 on a 
technicality that was enforced only to give the win 
to Alain Prost.  In the following year, he deliberately 
crashed Prost as payback.  In the early years, winning 
was everything.

Courageous...  and conscientious
Over time, Senna became the leading critic of the 
poor safety record of Formula One, blaming the race 
directors for not listening to the drivers, whose ranks 
were thinned every year by preventable deaths.  
Senna’s dramatic  remarks in a drivers’ meeting at 
Imola — in which he calls out the F1 President and 
accuses him of ignoring the drivers’ need for safety 
— came only hours before his own death.  During 
that meeting, and partly because his friend Roland 
Ratzenberger was killed the previous day during 
a qualifying session, a vote of drivers was taken 
regarding  tire barriers in a chicane, and they were 
removed.  But the safety issues remained.  The cars 
themselves had become undriveable. 

With chassis and other technical changes being 
made every year, the cars became unstable at speed, 
less predictable in their responses to driver inputs.  
Imola was especially dangerous because of its layout 
and higher cornering speeds.  

Perhaps the most dramatic moments in the film 
are driver interviews.  Rubens Barichello survived a 
horrifying crash in a practice session.  His car disin-
tegrated; it was hard to imagine how he survived.  
Other drivers experienced crazy, frightening mo-
ments in which they were feeling the cars get away 
from them.  Senna tells his crew chief the car is not 
handling well, and that the changes they tried to 
make have made it worse.  “It understeers in the first bi

Senna  Movie Review by Charles High
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go, making sure everything worked, and prepping 
the team on a strategy that carried us through the 
weekend.  

A special thanks to Charles High for supplying us 
his tow vehicle and trailer to make the trip.  He was 
with us in spirit the entire weekend.

This was a great weekend.  All team members had 
a blast meeting new track junkies and relating 

with each other.  Everyone at the event was a car nut 
of some form or another, no matter what they chose 
to drive.  The ridiculous went from a Fiat X-19 to a 
Buick Roadmaster Wagon, pretty much as opposite 
as two race cars could be.  Where else can you see 
two cars like that, along with Pintos, Fiestas, and 
Hondas vying for position on a racetrack?!  This was 
a very memorable weekend that I’d like to experi-
ence again sometime.  Without the friends I’ve made 
in the Badger Bimmers, none of this would have 
been possible.  

* * *
For more information or, if you would like to  
try your hand at a LeMons Race, check out  
http://www.24hoursoflemons.com/.

to use one of these float charger system any time you 
know the car will not be used for a month or longer.  
If you infrequently run your car you can connect the 
float charger to the battery occasionally to bring the 
battery up to full charge. 

What to be careful of is the old trickle charger.  
The trickle charger is a constant-current charger that 
does not control the charge voltage.  This charger 
would force a low value current into the battery 
without any voltage control.  If you use one of the 
trickle chargers, check the on-charge voltage weekly 
to find out the battery’s voltage level during the 
charge.  If it stabilizes in the voltage range I indicat-
ed, you’re ok.  If it exceeds 13.8 volts, disconnect the 
charger and reconnect it when the battery voltage 
in-storage drops below 12.7 volts.

The automotive battery is durable and reliable as 
a result of decades of materials’ improvements.  The 
charging systems in cars have a temperature com-
pensation system that adjusts charge voltage based 
on under-hood temperature to reduce overcharge.  
You can help your battery reach its maximum life by 
keeping the time the battery is in an accelerated cor-
rosion rate to a minimum. bi bi

Battery Clinic LeMons RaceContinued from page 11 Continued from page 7
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High performance insurance for 
your high performance BMW.

As a BMW CCA Member, you know about high  
performance. And with BMW Performance Insurance  
from Liberty Mutual, you won’t have to settle for  
anything less.

-  Exclusive BMW discount of up to 10% just for  
being a BMW CCA Member*

-  Original BMW Replacement Parts**  

-  Additional discounts for BMW safety features  
such as BMW AssistTM, passive restraints,  
anti-lock brakes and more*

See if you could save up to $327.96 or more a year  
with the only auto insurance built for your BMW. ***

*Discounts and savings are available where state laws and regulations allow, and may vary by state. Certain discounts apply to specific coverages only. To the extent  
permitted by law, applicants are individually underwritten; not all applicants may qualify.**Original BMW Replacement Parts available except where prohibited by state law. 
***Figure based on a February 2009 national sample of auto policyholder savings when comparing their former premium with those of Liberty Mutual’s group auto and home 
program. Individual premiums and savings will vary. Policies are underwritten and provided by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and its affiliates, principal office at 175 Berkeley 
Street, Boston, MA. California Department of Insurance license number 0F52987. Minnesota Department of Insurance license number 40015723.
©2009 Liberty Mutual Insurance Company. All Rights Reserved.

Call Jeremy Hendrix
at 414-273-0227 and mention client #114832
log on to libertymutual.com/jeremy hendrix
or visit 330 E. Kilbourn Avenue - Suite 106, Milwaukee, WI 53202

European Auto House

11020 Buntrock Ave. • Mequon, WI 53092 • 262-242-6530 • jkadow@eahonline.com

w w w . e a h o n l i n e . c o m

An Alternative 
    to the Dealers...
European Auto House is not a dealership 
and we are proud of our independence. 
We have been servicing Wisconsin’s BMW, 
Mercedes Benz, Saab, and Volkswagen 
vehicles for over 25 years and would be 
glad to assist you. 

EAH.indd   1 7/31/09   3:09 PM
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M i s c e l l a n i a

Vehicle Storage - Reserve your space now for the upcoming winter in a 
safe, secure and heated facility in New Berlin.  Power is supplied for battery 
chargers and 24 hour fire/security monitoring. Tony Stevens 262-352-
7764.  

Storage - Heated, secure, well lit indoor storage for your street car, race car 
or collectable.  In Delafield near I-94 and Hwy 83. Contact Mike Jeffords @ 
414-640-6476.

1999 e36 M3 Fender - Driver’s side, coupe, Cosmos Black, great condition.  
Make offer.  Text to 414.803.3385 or email: mhtjef@gmail.com

e36 Coupe Interior - Manual front seats, black, and rear folders, black 
leather, great condition.  Make offer.  Text to 414.803.3385 or email: 
mhtjef@gmail.com

Running out of space to store all your cars?  Three locations have 10’ 
x 20’ units available: Cudahy, Menomonee Falls or Random Lake.  Call 414-
352-3261 and mention this ad for your club discount.

BMW Magazines - $0.50 each.  Huge list of issues.  Contact: Jerry 
Szeflinski - jerrysze@sbcglobal.net

c a r s

2002 BMW 330i - (#WBAEV53422KM01203) Steel Blue/Black leather, 
126K miles, 5-speed, sport, premium & cold weather packages, naviga-
tion (w/2008 DVD), BMW alarm, homelink, H/K sound, bi-xenon lights, 
H&R coil-overs, UUC sway bars & short-shift kit, 18” M-wheels, Jim 
Conforti Shark Injector, DICE iPod integration (in glovebox, overrides 
CD changer), clean, runs great, garaged, non-smoker, no accidents, 
newer clutch & battery, Red Line transmission/differential fluids change 
every 30K miles, maintenance records. Second owner. $8500/OBO. 
Call Dave at 815-979-3625 or e-mail at david.borgetti@gmail.com.  
Rockford, IL 1111

1973 BMW Bavaria - Malaga with Tan Vinyl Interior, Oklahoma Car 
with little rust, Unknown Miles, 4 speed, runs and drives, many new 
parts, includes numerous parts from parts car (less engine, transmis-
sion, and interior), needs full restoration.  (Parts for a 5 speed fuel injec-
tion conversion are available as well for an additional $1200) $2500 
OBO Contact Kirt @ kam1271@hotmail.com for more information.  
Car is located in the Madison Area.

2001 BMW 330xi - AWD Orient Blue, Gray Leather. Sport package, dual 
power seats, 5 speed manual, CD premium sound, 17” wheels. Excellent 
condition, 72,000 miles - $10,900. Car is located in Green Bay - 920-
662-1500 or 920-655-7225, ask for Brian.

2006 BMW Z4 M Coupe - Black, black extended leather. 25,000 miles, 
never been in the snow. Car is located in Mequon - 262-242-4173 or 
414-698-8801 or mclemens@execpc.com.

1987 M6 - Low mileage beauty.  Blue with light gray interior.  Originally 
California car, second owner moved it to San Antonio, Texas until I 
purchased the car a few years ago.  I am the third owner.  The car has 
hardly seen rain and has never been driven in winter conditions.  The 
car is kept in my heated, air-conditioned garage.  It has 80k miles and 
only a few minor paint chips.  Leather interior is fabulous, showing 
almost no wear.  Some shrinkage in the leather around defroster 
outlets, but the dash and rest of the leather is like new. The car has 
had BBS chrome/gold wheels since new and currently wears Michelin 
Pilot Sport tires with at least 50% tread life remaining.  All options and 
accessories work as intended.  New berber floor mats with the M6 logo 
from Bavarian.  Never on the track or abused in any way.  $17,500. 
Offers will be considered.  Dave: 1.920.450.3017 or buettnerdav@
fvtc.edu.

Non-commercial ads are free to Club members, and are subject to space and editing.  Ads run for a minimum of three insertions 
and then are discontinued unless the editor is notified to continue running the ad.  Please notify us as soon as the item is sold.

Classifieds

BMW Car CluB of aMeriCa foundation SeekS early 
bimmer immers

The BMW CCA Foundation is trying to build a complete 
archive of newsletters from all chapters in the country.  
Does anyone out there have any issues from 1999 
and before?  If you do and are willing to allow the 
Club to photocopy some, please contact Mike Loos at  
pres@badgerbimmers.com. 
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