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Legal Stuff
bimmer immer is the publication of the Badger Bimmers chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc.  Neither is connected in any way with BMW 
AG or with BMW North America. Opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy or the opinions of 
the Chapter or the Club.  Suggestions and recommendations set forth herein for modifications to BMWs or other vehicles are not authorized by the 
manufacturer unless expressly stated, and they may actually void new and used car warranties.  The Chapter and the Club assume no responsi-
bility for any such modifications, or their subsequent results, attempted or completed by vehicle owners, their friends or enemies, their mechanics 
or people who think they’re mechanics until something goes wrong.  bimmer immer is published in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Correspondence, 
articles, advertising, and comments should be addressed to:  Editor  •  editor@badgerbimmers.org

Cover Photo: BMW 1M - Chicago Auto Show 2011 
Photo: MHTimage • J R Schabowski

• Badger Bimmers Board of Directors •
President

Michael Loos • pres@badgerbimmers.org
Vice-President

Ron Pace  • vp@badgerbimmers.org

Treasurer
Mike Clemens • treasurer@badgerbimmers.org

Secretary
David Swernoff  •  secretary@badgerbimmers.org

Board Members 
Will Hippensteel  •  Bill Nicoud  •  Dave Tatem • Dave Thuerk

Driving Events Coordinator
Mike Clemens  •  drivingevents@badgerbimmers.org

Past President
Darcy Yench • pastpres@badgerbimmers.org

Editor
Jeff Schabowski  •  editor@badgerbimmers.org  

Membership Chairman
Jim Washburn • membership@badgerbimmers.org

Chief DE Instructors
Mary Medo and John Morgan

Madison Liaison 
Larry O’Brien • madisonliaison@badgerbimmers.org

Fox Valley Liaison 
Jeff Sonnleitner • foxvalleyliaison@badgerbimmers.org

Webmaster 
Greg Smith • webmaster@badgerbimmers.org

Technical service Advisor 
Jenny Morgan • tech@badgerbimmers.org

immerbimmer
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April 14     Board Meeting - 7pm Brew City Grill - Mequon, WI

April TBA    Tire Tech Session

May 6-7  Milwaukee Porsche Club of America Driving School - Road America

May 6-7  Spring Car Care Clinic - Zimbrick BMW - Madison, WI

May 12  Spring Car Clean-Up - O’Reilly’s Milwaukee, WI

May TBA    Spring Car Clean-up - Appleton, WI

May 12  Board Meeting - 7pm Brew City Grill - Mequon, WI

May 24  German Car Show night - Brew City Grill 6-9 pm

June 10  Driving School - Black Hawk Farms - South Beloit, IL

June TBA  Board Meeting 10 am - followed by the Car Show - Concours BMW - Glendale, WI

June 18  Golf Outing at Broadlands - contact: Dave Thuerk

June 25  Car Corral at Road America (outside turn 14) - Rolex/NASCAR Race Weekend

August 2  Badger Bimmer Car Show - 6-9 pm - Brew City Grill - Mequon, WI

August 8-9  Audi Driving School - Road America

August 11  Board Meeting - 7pm Brew City Grill - Mequon, WI

August 20  Car Corral at the ALMS Race (outside turn 14) - Road America

August 27       Masterpiece Car Club Day, downtown Milwaukee, at the Lakefront

Calendar

Monthly Board meetings convene at: Brew City Grill • 10250 N. Cedarburg Rd. •  Mequon, WI 53092 
Phone: 262-238-2600

Board meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month. They start promptly at 7:30. 
Board meetings are open to all members. The Board encourages member attendance.

1120
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That’s what Mueller Motorwerks is all 
about – delivering high-performance parts 
when and where you need them to give 
you the competitive edge you demand.

Affordable parts, convenient on-site delivery, custom engineering and shop services.
Experience it all at www.muellermotorwerks.com.

© 2010 Mueller Motorwerks LLC  |  920.918.0782  |  www.muellermotorwerks.com

 High-Performance Stock Parts

 Modi� cations for Track & Street

 Porsche 944 Available for Track Rental

 Custom-Designed & Engineered Parts

z
z
z
z



5jan/feb 2011

BBMW makes a wonderful car. 
  The technology integrated into their products is amazing.  
I remember being taught to pump the brakes in slippery 
conditions in order to keep control of the steering. That was 
manual anti-lock brakes (ABS). If you want to get the most 
traction, and keep control, don’t spin the tires - that was 
manual traction control (ASR). If the cars had been equipped 
with brakes that could be controlled independently right and 
left, I would have been taught to feather the gas and tap the 
brakes on the outside of a skid in order to avoid a spin and 
keep control. That would have been manual stability control, 
(DSC).
  So, now what am I going to teach my kids? They took 
away all the good stuff! I thought my Dad was a race driver 
the first time he took me to a gravel pit and did a spin. I think 
it was a Ford Maverick.
  I remember going to a snow covered parking lot to test all 
these “theories” for myself, doing donuts. You know, turn 
the wheel and lock the brakes for nice slow pirouette, all the  
while moving in a straight line .... Ah, those were the days.    
  All these advances are designed to keep the car pointed in 
the direction you have chosen via the steering wheel. The 
assumption is that you have chosen wisely. Of course in 
the near future all cars will have systems that can doubt and 
override your decisions by sensing what is dead ahead and 
apply the brakes for you. Sounds great until you really want 
to run something over!
  Anyway, all these systems are designed and built to maxi-
mize the ability to control the direction, acceleration and 
deceleration your own personal two tons of cool stuff.  All 
this electronic wizardry depends on the four little patches 
that are the only thing between your car and the road to 
work their magic. Your car adheres to the earth only by four 
very small spots called tread patches. Each one is the size of 
a paperback book. Think about that!
  Let the big dog eat! Keep good tires on your BMW!

I welcome all feedback; e-mail me with comments, criti-
cisms and questions.  President@badgerbimmers.org

From the President
Mike Loos

bi
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  It’s been millennia since I’ve been to the big auto show 
in Chicago. In fact, I was all of twenty something at 
the last one. I’m over fifty now, so that’s how long it’s 
been. In my younger years, I went specifically to ogle 
the beautiful concept cars, and, um, the very attractive 
fashionable young female presenters. Models present-
ing models, or, in the style of a Chrysler Technical 
Training video, “the ogletorious recapitulators.” This 
time I went to see new Bimmers, specifically the new 
1M coupe ... as well as some of those “other” cars. 
   My friend Walter and his long time friend John and I 
piled into a heinous GM rental product, a Chevy HHR 
(which was a constant victim of ridicule and amusing 
detractions which made the trip down whiz by). We 
made it to the show on time, and giddy to start pok-
ing around in someone else’s car. To cop a slogan, Oh 
Joy!
   An amazing moment for me was realizing that I no 
longer cared that much about the stuff of my youth, 
especially the concept cars. After all, they never look 
like that when they get to me, always a disappointment. 
That, plus they’re all made from science fiction stuff 
like Covetic Aluminum and Stampable CF, which 
nobody could ever afford. The fashion show didn’t 
nudge me much either. I was stunned by this: the 
terrifying realization of how much one car now looks 
like next one over. Unless they have badges on them, 
identification becomes an irritating game of Husker-
Do. Don’t believe me, check out the accompanying 
sidebar pics. Some corporate wags even went so far 
as to have their clones displayed in silver metallic 
paint, making the identity of the brand nearly impos-
sible: 
“What’s that one, Walt?”
“Says Kia on it Jeff”
“Huh, I would’ve thought Toyota.”
  There was even a Chevrolet econobox that was 
trying to imitate a Dodge Charger (the attractive bru-
nette model for Chevy was telling everyone that the 

swoopy character-crease down the side “makes it look 
like it is doing Warp Five ... (dramatic pause, scanning 
the audience) ... standing still!”
Yup, sure does.. 
  What the heck happened with car design? Specific 
marques once had their own look. Remember how dif-
ferent the 90’s e30 looked parked next to the same era 
Honda Civic? And we can joke about the Bangle-Butt, 
but at least it was a confident and unique design state-
ment. Its amazing how many Pacific Rim Motorworks 
aim their product right at BMW’s gates. BangleStyle is 
everywhere on their cars. I even overheard a few Kia/
Hyundai/Lexus/et al sales guys say, “... in the same 
class as a 750i”.  I was thinking, just buy a 750i. It’s 
what you really want anyway. 
   OK Jeff, was there anything you did like? Well yes, as 
a matter of fact. The new BMW 1M is a sweet ride. It’s 
also more like an e30 than the current 3 series cars are, 
including the M3. The shift lever is a bit too far down 
and away from the wheel, but I’d still want one. The 
bottom feeder of the Mini line has a high possibility of 

J R Schabowski

Chicago 
2011 Auto Show
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“What the heck happened 
with car design? Specific 
marques once had their 

own look.”

being in my fleet someday too. I love the simple, hon-
est car. This Mini is just that. It has a whopping 120hp, 
good for 0-60 times around 8 seconds, but its so easy 
on gas and fun to drive. Mini seats are nice too (the 
seat adjusters were NOT electric! I can adjust a seat in 
mere seconds, unlike waiting on that blasted switched 
thingie to stop whirring away valuable driving time). That 
red Golf GTI got awful close to perfection too (again, 
honest, good power, non-electric seats, no AC, but too 
many buttons on the steering wheel.).
  However, the big fun was had at the Ford exhibit. 
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BMW OneM

There was some noticeable excitement about all their 
new stuff. The sales guys were so hyped, that they 
engaged in non-stop mocking of the Volts that were 
being driven around what was basically a 1:1 slot car 
track by deluded buyers. The Ford guys were hilarious! 



 8 www.bimmerimmer.org

“Use the eyes ... Plagiarize”.  My favorite design professor proffered these words when I was a student. The hard evidence is seen in these four pics. 
I had many more examples, but limited mag space prevents further illustration ... so sad. Most Memorable Paint Scheme of Ubiquitously Styled Automobiles: Silver.

Most Interesting Wreck: This all aluminum bodied vintage was a victim of hurricane Katrina. The group displaying it 
was poling attendees as to whether or not it should be restored. “Not”, was the resounding answer.

Most Memorable Unspoken Explicative:  BB member 
John Morgan responds to “MSRP”.

It was easy to goad them into ever higher levels of Volt 
verbal abuse. Great sport it was! I think they know they 
have the General by the dainty parts and are now fear-
less over their advantage. They also have some decent 
machines to show, the Fiesta, Focus and an AWD, big 
horsepower, Taurus, only available with electric seats 
and a 6-speed automatic - who thought those were 
good ideas?
  So there you have it. Is it worth going again? Yeah, in 
another thirty years. I’ll be so old by then, I can show up 
as a more obviously aging curmudgeon, haranguing the 
ever more luminously attractive female recapitulators.  
I may be irrelevant and old, but I might just sign up to 
join the Ford reps.

bi
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“Use the eyes ... Plagiarize”.  My favorite design professor proffered these words when I was a student. The hard evidence is seen in these four pics. 
I had many more examples, but limited mag space prevents further illustration ... so sad. Most Memorable Paint Scheme of Ubiquitously Styled Automobiles: Silver.

Most Interesting Finish: Flat paint was 
a common sight on many German made 
cars. However, this concept was both flat 
and chrome! It’s intended to be scratch 
resistant, according to the fashionistas.
I reached out and tried to scratch it, but 
got stopped quickly.

Most Buyable Car: The simple, low end Mini was the 
star of the show for this author.
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bi

HHAPPY SUMMER! 
  Well, soon anyway.  
    I love the car driving season. Sunshine, dry roads, corners 
with traction, windows down, I’m getting excited! This month 
I’m talking about a not so fun topic - broken cars.  And not 
just Bimmers, but their competitors, who’s parts seem to 
falter at the same rate. I have in one hand at this moment, a 
water pump from a six cylinder BMW, the same pump they 
have used for the last twelve years. It’s really a simple part by 
design, not needing a gasket to seal it against the block, but 
merely an O-ring inside the body of the pump. Nice. In my 
other hand I have an equally cool water pump. Very compact 
and timing belt driven!  This one is from an Audi A4 1.8 liter 
turbo motor. This engine is also found in Jettas and Passats 
according to my ace Audi factory trained Master Technician, 
Art Kuesel. Why do I mention these pumps? Because they 
both have cheap plastic impellers which eventually slip on 
their shafts, and won’t spin with the belt that drives them, cre-
ating an overheat condition and all the mess that can cause. 
A bad design is a bad design no matter which manufacturer 
uses it. When I remind the owners of these cars about the 
impending doom of their impellers, many choose wisely to 
replace them pro-actively before they die on the road and 
cost them way more than they should. They fail as early as 
60,000 miles. 
   Another concern in the shop is how to deal with the com-
plications of working with the tire and wheel combinations 
that are so popular today. Twenty-five years ago, when 70, 
60 and even 50 series tires were popular, that big old sidewall 
was not only made for a smoother ride, but for a significantly 
easier mount and balance session. The rubber bands that we 
call tires now, especially the run-flats, make it necessary to 
acquire and operate exotic tire mounting machines that cost 
thousands upon thousands of dollars and require significant 
amounts of time to learn to use, not to mention the extreme 
care it takes to not damage today’s tires and wheels. So, 
complain about the cost of owning one of these cars today, 
everyone does. But don’t blame your technician or your shop. 
Blame the advancement of technology, consumer desires 
and the generally increasing complexity of all things automo-

tive. Can’t you just wait for the day that the car drives itself? 
I wonder what that’s gonna cost?
  In the next issue, I’ll discuss another small problem that 
owners may have to face, the likely failure of the oil separa-
tor (per BMW) or ‘crankcase vent valve’ (Audi), or simply, the 
PCV valve.
   And remember, Kummrow works on a lot of different brands, 
including VW, Mini, and Mercedes. Recently we spent weeks 
getting to know the innards of a Range Rover.  You don’t want 
to know the details. But call us!

Pat’s Perspective        
Pat Kummrow

bi
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High performance insurance for 
your high performance BMW.

As a BMW CCA Member, you know about high  
performance. And with BMW Performance Insurance  
from Liberty Mutual, you won’t have to settle for  
anything less.

-  Exclusive BMW discount of up to 10% just for  
being a BMW CCA Member*

-  Original BMW Replacement Parts**  

-  Additional discounts for BMW safety features  
such as BMW AssistTM, passive restraints,  
anti-lock brakes and more*

See if you could save up to $327.96 or more a year  
with the only auto insurance built for your BMW. ***

*Discounts and savings are available where state laws and regulations allow, and may vary by state. Certain discounts apply to specific coverages only. To the extent  
permitted by law, applicants are individually underwritten; not all applicants may qualify.**Original BMW Replacement Parts available except where prohibited by state law. 
***Figure based on a February 2009 national sample of auto policyholder savings when comparing their former premium with those of Liberty Mutual’s group auto and home 
program. Individual premiums and savings will vary. Policies are underwritten and provided by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and its affiliates, principal office at 175 Berkeley 
Street, Boston, MA. California Department of Insurance license number 0F52987. Minnesota Department of Insurance license number 40015723.
©2009 Liberty Mutual Insurance Company. All Rights Reserved.

Call Jeremy Hendrix
at 414-273-0227 and mention client #114832
log on to libertymutual.com/jeremy hendrix
or visit 330 E. Kilbourn Avenue - Suite 106, Milwaukee, WI 53202
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Badger Bimmers are going back to 
Broadlands Golf Club:

The date for our annual golf outing is Saturday, 
June 18th, once again at Broadlands Golf Club. 
Golf Digest rates the course at 4 Stars. The club’s 
address is 18 Augusta Way, North Prairie. The first 
foursome tees off at 9:00AM. 
  The reservation form below has to be mailed to 
Dave Thuerk. The cost is $30, a very affordable 
fee because the outing is subsidized by Badger 
Bimmers.
  Bring your clubs, meet and greet your fellow BMW 
enthusiasts, and have a fun day at the links. The 
event is non-competitive. (But do NOT walk in front 
of a player lining up a putt!) Every year some par-
ticipants play only once a year and think a handicap 
refers to their swing. For them this is just another 
Driving School. You too can enjoy the Ultimate Drive 
down the fairway.

Dress code - Men, collared shirts are 
required.  No cut-off shorts allowed.

GOLF

June 18

Outing
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European Auto House

11020 Buntrock Ave. • Mequon, WI 53092 • 262-242-6530 • jkadow@eahonline.com

w w w . e a h o n l i n e . c o m

An Alternative 
    to the Dealers...
European Auto House is not a dealership 
and we are proud of our independence. 
We have been servicing Wisconsin’s BMW, 
Mercedes Benz, Saab, and Volkswagen 
vehicles for over 25 years and would be 
glad to assist you. 

EAH.indd   1 7/31/09   3:09 PM

2010 Golf Outing Registration Form 
 • form and payment must be received by June 10th.

Name
Phone Number
Email  
Badger Bimmers membership number

• Make check out to Badger Bimmers for $30 per person.
Send payment and registration form to : 
Dave Thuerk,  
1225 Veranda Ct  
Brookfield,  WI.  53005 GOLF
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Badger Bimmers Welcome 
New Members

New Members

National News

Raahal/BMW takes first and second 
place in GT Classat the Sebring 12 
Hours.

James Aldag
Donna Daufenbach
Bill Dunn
Jennifer Hollenstein
James Kadow
Jeff Lynds
Brent Phare
Jim Pittelkow
Pete Samson
Nancy Schwenke
Robert Taylor
Jeff Thomson
Erik Uner

08  Roush 427R - Sheboygan, WI
07 335ia - Pewaukee, WI
87 325iS - LaCrosse, WI
New Berlin, WI
95 335i - Thiensville, WI
08 328xi coupe - Sheboygan, WI
Sobieski, WI
05 325Ci - Mequon, WI
Slinger, Wi
Oneida, WI
Madison, WI
Cedarburg, WI
99 328i - Sheboygan, WI

Congratulations!
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Non-commercial ads are free to Club members, and are subject 
to space and editing. Ads run for a minimum of three insertions 
and then are discontinued unless the editor is notified to continue 
running the ad. Please notify us as soon as the item is sold. - ED.

Classified

BMW Car CluB of aMeriCa foundation SeekS early 

bimmer immers

The BMW CCA Foundation is trying to build a complete 
archive of newsletters from all chapters in the country.  Does 
anyone out there have any issues from 1999 and before?  If 
you do and are willing to allow the Club to photocopy some, 
please contact Darcy Yench at pres@badgerbimmers.com. 

C a r S

1973 BMW Bavaria - Malaga with Tan Vinyl Interior, Oklahoma Car 
with little rust, Unknown Miles, 4 speed, runs and drives, many new 
parts, includes numerous parts from parts car (less engine, trans-
mission, and interior), needs full restoration.  (Parts for a 5 speed 
fuel injection conversion are available as well for an additional 
$1200) $2500 OBO Contact Kirt @ kam1271@hotmail.com for more 
information.  Car is located in the Madison Area

1985 BMW 635CSi - 5-speed, black/black, 128,000 miles, stellar 
original condition. Never seen winter, no rust, paint all original deep 
shine. Interior near perfect, leather in incredible condition. Runs strong, 
pulls hard and has been well cared for.  Regular valve adjustments 
and oil changes. Clutch solid and shifts smoothly. Front end tight and 
steering solid. No issues – everything works. Jim Conforti chip, Bilstein 
struts with Eibach springs. Rondel Style 0058 16x7.5 professionally 
refinished wheels with new Yokohama S-Drives. Have the entire set 
of 5 original TRX. Cat pipe upgraded to MagnaFlow stainless free 
flowing cat. Bosal exhaust. CD player. Headlights - Hella E-codes. 
Front air dam repainted this summer. Have actual log book of ALL 
maintenance done on car for past 11 years (along with receipts for 
parts and services).  Always used BMW OEM parts when possible. 
Stunning condition. $14,000. Email markjmalin(at)gmail.com.  Photos 
available.

1973 BMW 2002 - Malaga, tan interior, mileage unknown. Runs and 
drives, Weber carb, crane ignition, e21 sport seats. Floors solid, 
needs paint and body. Car came from Colorado. Extra parts available.  
$1,500.00 - contact Bill 262 268-1006  wnicoud@wi.rr.com

M i S C e l l a n i a

Vehicle Storage - Reserve your space now for the upcoming winter 
in a safe, secure and heated facility in New Berlin. Power is sup-
plied for battery chargers and 24 hour fire/security monitoring. Tony 
Stevens 262-352-7764. 
 
STORAGE - Heated secure well lit indoor storage for your street car, 
race car or collectable. In Delafield near I-94 and Hwy 83 Contact 
Mike Jeffords @ 414-640-6476.
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