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Legal Stuff
bimmer immer is the publication of the Badger Bimmers chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc.  Neither is connected in any way with BMW 
AG or with BMW North America. Opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy or the opinions of 
the Chapter or the Club.  Suggestions and recommendations set forth herein for modifications to BMWs or other vehicles are not authorized by the 
manufacturer unless expressly stated, and they may actually void new and used car warranties.  The Chapter and the Club assume no responsi-
bility for any such modifications, or their subsequent results, attempted or completed by vehicle owners, their friends or enemies, their mechanics 
or people who think they’re mechanics until something goes wrong.  bimmer immer is published in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Correspondence, 
articles, advertising, and comments should be addressed to:  Editor  •  editor@badgerbimmers.org

Cover Photo: BMW M1 from Octoberfest 2010 
Photo: MHTimage • J R Schabowski

• Badger Bimmers Board of Directors •
President

Michael Loos • pres@badgerbimmers.org
Vice-President

Ron Pace  • vp@badgerbimmers.org

Treasurer
Mike Clemens • treasurer@badgerbimmers.org

Secretary
David Swernoff  •  secretary@badgerbimmers.org

Board Members 
Will Hippensteel  •  Bill Nicoud  •  Dave Tatem • Dave Thuerk

Driving Events Coordinator
Mike Clemens  •  drivingevents@badgerbimmers.org

Past President
Darcy Yench • pastpres@badgerbimmers.org

Editor
Jeff Schabowski  •  editor@badgerbimmers.org  

Membership Chairman
Jim Washburn • membership@badgerbimmers.org

Chief DE Instructors
Mary Medo and John Morgan

Madison Liaison 
Larry O’Brien • madisonliaison@badgerbimmers.org

Fox Valley Liaison 
Jeff Sonnleitner • foxvalleyliaison@badgerbimmers.org

Webmaster 
Greg Smith • webmaster@badgerbimmers.org

Technical service Advisor 
Jenny Morgan • tech@badgerbimmers.org

immerbimmer
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March 12  Board Meeting and Lunch - 11 am - Kelly Moss MotorSports - Madison, WI 
  Capital Brewery Tour after meeting.

April 14     Board Meeting - 7pm Brew City Grill - Mequon, WI

April TBA    Tire Tech Session

May 6-7  Milwaukee Porsche Club of America Driving School - Road America

May 6-7  Spring Car Care Clinic - Zimbrick BMW - Madison, WI

May 12  Spring Car Clean-Up - O’Reilly’s Milwaukee, WI

May TBA    Spring Car Clean-up - Appleton, WI

May 12  Board Meeting - 7pm Brew City Grill - Mequon, WI

May 24  German Car Show night - Brew City Grill 6-9 pm

June 10  Driving School - Black Hawk Farms - South Beloit, IL

June TBA  Board Meeting 10 am - followed by the Car Show - Concours BMW - Glendale, WI

June 18  Golf Outing at Broadlands - contact: Dave Thuerk

June 25  Car Corral at Road America (outside turn 14) - Rolex/NASCAR Race Weekend

August 2  Badger Bimmer Car Show - 6-9 pm - Brew City Grill - Mequon, WI

August 8-9  Audi Driving School - Road America

August 11  Board Meeting - 7pm Brew City Grill - Mequon, WI

August 20  Car Corral at the ALMS Race (outside turn 14) - Road America

Calendar

Monthly Board meetings convene at: Brew City Grill • 10250 N. Cedarburg Rd. •  Mequon, WI 53092 
Phone: 262-238-2600

Board meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month. They start promptly at 7:30. 
Board meetings are open to all members. The Board encourages member attendance.

1120
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MMy life with BMW started at age 22. 
   It was 1981. I was STILL in college. I met a friend from 
New Hampshire in a drafting class. He was a fanatic about 
BMW 2002’s. I had never heard of or seen a BMW car at 
that point in my life. He told me exciting tales of going fast 
through the mountains in the car. Curtis was his name, and 
he lit up like a Christmas Tree whenever he told BMW sto-
ries, and I was a sucker with good credit.  
   I was able to buy a 1973 BMW 2002. It was not stock. It 
had    been gone over by a preferred BMW Club garage in 
Chicago. It had Bilsteins fitted, low springs, big sway bars 
- the engine got an Ansa exhaust and a mild cam all with a 
fresh rebuild. I had no idea how well a car could handle.  My 
friend Curtis was more than happy to demonstrate what 
the car could do on some back roads 40 miles north of 
Milwaukee. I survived Curtis’ mad driving skills and became 
enthralled and totally hooked with BMWs.
   My fondest memory of that first 2002 was having my 
home town friends look at the car with scowling negative 
looks, shake their heads and say, “What is that? I thought 
BMW only made motorcycles  ha ha ha”. I would say, 
“Come for a quick ride with me and I’ll show you why I like 
it so much”. Three miles from my parent’s home, was the 
beginning of a twisty road that dipped and churned through 
some hilly Kettle Moraine countryside. The curves were 
marked 25mph. Ha! Starting with this descending tight-
right in the woody cover, I went in at 50 with my foot on the 
floorboard - redline in second gear -- power slides through 
a series of esses produced ashen faced passengers. At the 
end of the ride there were many a respectful look back at 
that car. I added, “You want to follow me down that road in 
your Camaro?”  “Nooooo thanks!” would be the reply.
   That car was my life and my pride. I was infected.
So, now I am the president of this successful car club. It is 
an honor and privilege to serve this organization. I hope to 
be a useful cog in the well oiled machine known as Badger 
Bimmers. 

From the President
Mike Loos

bi
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Do you want to go to Dubai?  
 Yah, right.  
No really, do you want to go to Dubai?

   That’s the start of the conversation I had with Linda 
Axelson at National related to probably the most incred-
ible experience of my life. I believe the success of the 
2010 OktoberFAST which the Badger Bimmers hosted 
this year, was a contributing 
factor to my being asked to 
do this and the fact that I’m a 
trackie kind of gal.  A big thank 
you to  Michelin for affording 
me the opportunity to visit a 
place that I probably would 
never have gone to if it weren’t 
for their new Pilot Super Sport 
street tire world wide launch in 
DUBAI.
 We were contacted by 
Michelin and sent a few gifts 
prior to our trip, then the 14 
North Americans assembled 
in Atlanta for the 14 hour 
flight to Dubai. Upon arriving 
in the evening at the Marriott 
Courtyard, we were met by 
the Le Mans winning 911 RSR 
and a Porsche 911 Turbo shod 
in the suspect tires, Michelin’s 
Pilot Super Sport street tires.  
After depositing our luggage for the guard to watch and 
taking a picture or two, we were treated to a reception 
on the deck outside the lobby with delicious food and 
drink.  We got a short briefing by Douglas Brown about 
what to expect, then we enjoyed the rest of the eve-
ning.  What a view it was.  
   Breakfast the next morning was a wonderful array of 
both local and usual entrees.  Suspiciously sitting at the 

Darcy Yench
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end all by it self on its own perch was the pork bacon, 
funny to see but tasty all the same.  A brief meeting 
about the day’s activities was followed by a slide show 
presentation by Michelin about the tire then off to the 
track we went.  Our group came from BMW, Porsche, 
Audi and Corvette backgrounds. We were told it’s not 
about the cars we would be driving, the emphasis is 
“ABOUT THE TIRES!”  

   We arrived at the track after a short bus ride to 
another orientation and meeting of our group lead-
ers.  Our Group 3 leader was Kip Newton, Sports Tires 
Product Manager for North America.  We first sat in 
the right hand seat and experienced the tires in dry 
handling with professional drivers at the wheel of some 
more exotic cars.  My ride was Ferrari 458 Italia.  Sweet 
ride to experience the tires in and I found that basi-
cally these tires would not let you get into trouble even 

Dubai
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 ...the fiber they use to 
wrap the tire, a key to 

getting a wider contact 
patch on the surface, was 
called twaron, a yellow 

strand.” 

“We were given some spe-
cifics about the tire and 

as I learned, ...
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though exaggerated moves were made to 
try to get the car out of whack. My initial 
impression was, WOW, these are street 
tires? But how will they perform with me 
driving. We compared the Michelin Pilot 
Super Sports (MPSS) in two other sections 
of the track.  We first drove a braking exer-
cise in the wet and in the dry driving BMW 
M3s with MPSS and a competitors. Then 
we did a wetted skid pad in Audi TTs again 
comparing the MPSS to competitors tires. 
MPSS both out braked the Pirelli’s and out 
gripped the Conti’s in the wet.  We caught a 
lift back to the main building as it was lunch 
time … did I mention we had fabulous food 
AND lots of it. We were transported to our 

second area of the track for a little three 
turn road course action. This time we were 
driving Porsche Carreras. We each had 
three trial runs to compare the tires. The 
two yellow ones were sporting the MPSS 
and the two white ones had Dunlop and  
Bridgestone tires. I found the MPSSs to 
be better again in the handling around the 
mini course.
   We were given some specifics about 
the tire and as I learned, the fiber they use 
to wrap the tire, a key to getting a wider 
contact patch on the surface, was called 
twaron, a yellow strand. As I completed my 
trials I was thinking about how these tires 
would translate to our driving schools we 
host at our local tracks. These tires would 
give especially our novice drivers some 
extra confidence and possibly eliminate 
incidents where other tires would not be so 
forgiving. I just wonder if they will be afford-
able when they reach the market in 2011?
   As we left the Autodrome in Dubai it was 
eerie to see so many buildings sitting unfin-
ished with their cranes hanging overhead.  
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Just a reminder that there is a large contrast 
in this fabulous tourist destination.  
  Our experience wasn’t over yet.  We had 
dinner on the beach at the Jumeirah hotel 
just down from the famed sailboat Burj Al 
Arab. We watched it change hues all night 
long. Oh yes, the food was once again fabu-
lous.  I am very fond of seafood and lamb 
and there was plenty of offerings of each 
and the desserts were scrumptious. Then 
we were back to the hotel and an evening 
on the deck outside the bar while a DJ spun 
his tunes inside.  
   As Day 2 began we enjoyed the view outside our 
room one last time then headed to breakfast at the 
hotel. The entire group packed up our luggage and we 
were off for a day of sightseeing around Dubai. The 
group assembled outside and one bus took our lug-
gage to the hotel closer to the airport where we would 
end our day. Then we were off sightseeing. We tried 
desperately to get them to drive some 40 km south to 
the Abu Dhabi Autodrome because the F1 teams were 
testing their new Pirelli tires for next year, but no such 
luck. We instead headed toward the water and drove by 
the new port area that is still under construction then 
down the highway to the downtown district. There are 
even BMW  police cars in Dubai. The buildings were a 
wonderful mixture of architecture with many interesting 
features to view on the outside.  We arrived for lunch at 
the Hyatt and the revolving restaurant up top. The view 
was incredible and when we made our way around over 
lunch there was the tallest building in the world. Then 
we drove to a popular viewing spot for the Burj Khalifa.  

We traveled to one of the market places but many of 
the shops were not open as it was a holiday.  I was 
able to pick up some cute little rocks made of choco-
late, saffron and other spices. We took a boat ride on 
the Dubai River across the river to another market, but 
no time to shop. We were headed to the Mall of the 
Emirates where you can also go skiing. AND yes, I did 
come back later in the evening and spent the next two 
hours skiing.  Back to the second hotel for a light meal 
and shower and change for most of the group since 
they were headed back to the States with a departure 
of 11:30 pm. Sadly, our two days’ time was almost up 
in Dubai, then off to our next adventure, Germany and 
the Nurburgring. 
   A very special thanks to Mueller Motorwerks for 
providing us with 3 Go-Pro HD cameras so we could 
record our very special experience in Dubai. 

bi

Dubai
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BBHoliday Party!

Thank you to ALL of our sponsors.  
Your generosity is greatly appreci-
ated!
 
Badger Bimmers
Bill Nicoud
BimmerWorld
Concours Motors
Dave Tatem
Grand-Am Road Racing
International Autos
Johnson Controls
Laurel BMW 
Mueller Motorwerks
Nancy Priem & Charles High
O'Reilly's Motor Cars Inc
Zimbrick BMW

The Annual General Membership Meeting and Holiday Party of 2011 
was a lovely dinner amongst the cars on Saturday, January 8, 2011 
at the Wisconsin Auto Museum in Hartford, WI. The election results 
were announced and our new officers are Mike Loos – President, Mike 
Clemens – Treasurer and board member positions were filled by David 
Tatem and Will Hippensteel. Besides the great conversation of the 85 
in attendance, and  the good food, we had the run of the two floors 
of the museum and the art museum next door. The door prizes were 
abundant as usual and we even had a BimmerWorld car’s crinkled 
fender signed by James Clay.
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That’s what Mueller Motorwerks is all 
about – delivering high-performance parts 
when and where you need them to give 
you the competitive edge you demand.

Affordable parts, convenient on-site delivery, custom engineering and shop services.
Experience it all at www.muellermotorwerks.com.

© 2010 Mueller Motorwerks LLC  |  920.918.0782  |  www.muellermotorwerks.com

 High-Performance Stock Parts

 Modi� cations for Track & Street

 Porsche 944 Available for Track Rental

 Custom-Designed & Engineered Parts

z
z
z
z
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Mike Loos • President

Dave Tatem • Board Member Will Hippensteel • Board Member

Mike Clemens • Treasurer

Hello Mr. Officer!
Badger Bimmers Welcomes our New Officers
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European Auto House

11020 Buntrock Ave. • Mequon, WI 53092 • 262-242-6530 • jkadow@eahonline.com

w w w . e a h o n l i n e . c o m

An Alternative 
    to the Dealers...
European Auto House is not a dealership 
and we are proud of our independence. 
We have been servicing Wisconsin’s BMW, 
Mercedes Benz, Saab, and Volkswagen 
vehicles for over 25 years and would be 
glad to assist you. 

EAH.indd   1 7/31/09   3:09 PM

High performance insurance for 
your high performance BMW.

As a BMW CCA Member, you know about high  
performance. And with BMW Performance Insurance  
from Liberty Mutual, you won’t have to settle for  
anything less.

-  Exclusive BMW discount of up to 10% just for  
being a BMW CCA Member*

-  Original BMW Replacement Parts**  

-  Additional discounts for BMW safety features  
such as BMW AssistTM, passive restraints,  
anti-lock brakes and more*

See if you could save up to $327.96 or more a year  
with the only auto insurance built for your BMW. ***

*Discounts and savings are available where state laws and regulations allow, and may vary by state. Certain discounts apply to specific coverages only. To the extent  
permitted by law, applicants are individually underwritten; not all applicants may qualify.**Original BMW Replacement Parts available except where prohibited by state law. 
***Figure based on a February 2009 national sample of auto policyholder savings when comparing their former premium with those of Liberty Mutual’s group auto and home 
program. Individual premiums and savings will vary. Policies are underwritten and provided by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and its affiliates, principal office at 175 Berkeley 
Street, Boston, MA. California Department of Insurance license number 0F52987. Minnesota Department of Insurance license number 40015723.
©2009 Liberty Mutual Insurance Company. All Rights Reserved.

Call Jeremy Hendrix
at 414-273-0227 and mention client #114832
log on to libertymutual.com/jeremy hendrix
or visit 330 E. Kilbourn Avenue - Suite 106, Milwaukee, WI 53202
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Badger Bimmers Welcome 
New Members

New Members

National News

Chip Ganassi, Team and BMW place 1 - 2 
at the 2011 24 Hours of Daytona

Barry Hagan
Scott Lord
Scott Lynn
Rich Mammal
Gary Oliver
Tom Pietrocarlo
Sanger Powers
William Raasch
Arthur Sanger

08 335i - Fitchburg, WI
09 335i - Port Washington, WI
97 328i - Saint Charles, IL
75 2002 - Dousman, WI
08 535XI  - Wild Rose, WI
97 540i - Hartford, WI
11 535i xDrive GT - Madison, WI
Milwaukee, WI
08 X-5 - Madison, WI

Congratulations!



15jan/feb 2011

Non-commercial ads are free to Club members, and are subject 
to space and editing. Ads run for a minimum of three insertions 
and then are discontinued unless the editor is notified to continue 
running the ad. Please notify us as soon as the item is sold. - ED.

Classified

BMW Car CluB of aMeriCa foundation SeekS early 

bimmer immers

The BMW CCA Foundation is trying to build a complete 
archive of newsletters from all chapters in the country.  Does 
anyone out there have any issues from 1999 and before?  If 
you do and are willing to allow the Club to photocopy some, 
please contact Darcy Yench at pres@badgerbimmers.com. 

C a r S

1973 BMW Bavaria - Malaga with Tan Vinyl Interior, Oklahoma Car 
with little rust, Unknown Miles, 4 speed, runs and drives, many new 
parts, includes numerous parts from parts car (less engine, trans-
mission, and interior), needs full restoration.  (Parts for a 5 speed 
fuel injection conversion are available as well for an additional 
$1200) $2500 OBO Contact Kirt @ kam1271@hotmail.com for more 
information.  Car is located in the Madison Area

1985 BMW 635CSi - 5-speed, black/black, 128,000 miles, stellar 
original condition. Never seen winter, no rust, paint all original deep 
shine. Interior near perfect, leather in incredible condition. Runs strong, 
pulls hard and has been well cared for.  Regular valve adjustments 
and oil changes. Clutch solid and shifts smoothly. Front end tight and 
steering solid. No issues – everything works. Jim Conforti chip, Bilstein 
struts with Eibach springs. Rondel Style 0058 16x7.5 professionally 
refinished wheels with new Yokohama S-Drives. Have the entire set 
of 5 original TRX. Cat pipe upgraded to MagnaFlow stainless free 
flowing cat. Bosal exhaust. CD player. Headlights - Hella E-codes. 
Front air dam repainted this summer. Have actual log book of ALL 
maintenance done on car for past 11 years (along with receipts for 
parts and services).  Always used BMW OEM parts when possible. 
Stunning condition. $14,000. Email markjmalin(at)gmail.com.  Photos 
available.

1973 BMW 2002 - Malaga, tan interior, mileage unknown. Runs and 
drives, Weber carb, crane ignition, e21 sport seats. Floors solid, 
needs paint and body. Car came from Colorado. Extra parts available.  
$1,500.00 - contact Bill 262 268-1006  wnicoud@wi.rr.com

M i S C e l l a n i a

Vehicle Storage - Reserve your space now for the upcoming winter 
in a safe, secure and heated facility in New Berlin. Power is sup-
plied for battery chargers and 24 hour fire/security monitoring. Tony 
Stevens 262-352-7764. 
 
STORAGE - Heated secure well lit indoor storage for your street car, 
race car or collectable. In Delafield near I-94 and Hwy 83 Contact 
Mike Jeffords @ 414-640-6476.
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2201 West Bender Road
Glendale, WI  53209

   Servicing 1955 to present BMW’s
& other fine European  automobiles

414-352-2886

www.kummrowautomotive.com

LLC

“New Age Business with Old Time Values”


