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Calendar
Board Meetings are held on the second 

Thursday of each month starting at 7:00 pm.  
These meetings are open to all members and 
benefit from additional attendance.

Following the March Board meeting, which 

will be held at the Capital Brewery in Madison, 
Saturday March 15 at noon, and preceded by a 
tour of the brewery, monthly Board meetings 
will return to Pandl’s in Bayside on the second 
Thursday of each month.

Legal Stuff
bimmer immer is the publication of the Badger Bimmers chapter of the BMW 
Car Club of America, Inc.  Neither is connected in any way with BMW AG 
or with BMW North America.  In fact, we get nasty phone calls from anal 
retentive lawyers if we even suggest such.  Opinions expressed herein are 
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy or the opin-
ions of the Chapter or the Club.  Suggestions and recommendations set forth 
herein for modifications to BMWs or other vehicles are not authorized by 
the manufacturer unless expressly stated, and they may actually void new 
and used car warranties.  The Chapter and the Club assume no responsi-
bility for any such modifications, or their subsequent results, attempted 
or completed by vehicle owners, their friends or enemies, their mechanics 
or people who think they’re mechanics until something goes wrong and 
they want to sue everybody else.  bimmer immer is published in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  Correspondence, articles, advertising, and comments should 
be addressed to:

Darcy Yench  •  pres@badgerbimmers.org

 Badger Bimmers Board of Directors 
President

 Darice “Darcy” Yench  •  414.352.3261

Vice-President
 Cindy Ansay  •  262.388.7384

Treasurer
 Clarence Behrend  •  262.335.0454

Secretary
 David Swernoff  •  414.916.1166

Board Members 
Mustafa Emir  •  David Thuerk  •  Chris Fredette

Driving Events Co-ordinator
Mike Clemens •  mclemens@execpc.com

Membership Co-ordinator
 Paul Szedziewski  •  414.264.4343

Co-chief Instructors
Mary Medo and Charles High

Noncommercial advertising is free to Club members on a space-available 
basis.  Commercial rates are listed below.  Contact Clarence Behrend for 
details:  <cobbieb@charter.net>.

 SIZE COST PER ISSUE (~10 issues per year)

 Full page $60.00
 Half page $45.00
 Quarter page $35.00
 Business Card $30.00
 Back Cover (half only) $60.00

2008
 April 27 TSD Rallye (starting near Mt. Horeb)

 May 10 Street Survival Car Control Clinic

 May 23 DE day at Blackhawk Farms Raceway

 June 9 DE at Gingerman Raceway with CGI

 June 14 Annual Golf Outing

 June 27 DE day at Blackhawk Farms Raceway

 July 28 A Monday DE at Blackhawk Farms

 August 5 Annual BMW night at Pandl’s, 6-9:00 pm

 August 15-17 DE & Club races at Blackhawk Farms

 September 5-7 OktoberFAST at Road America



Rates reflect one-color (black) ads.  Preferred artwork format: High-resolu-
tion PDF, JPG or EPS file.  Art and composition service is available and will 
be charged in addition to the standard rates.  For current hourly rates and 
an estimate, contact Darcy Yench via e-mail at <pres@badgerbimmers.org>.  
We will scan/reproduce business cards for ads at no charge.

Marketing Expert Sought

Badger Bimmers seeks a volunteer or volunteers to help the 
Club with marketing activity.  Specifically, we seek someone 

to find sponsors for our DE events.  Sponsorship in the form 
of cash is especially valuable in order to reduce the cost of 
putting our events on.

Currently we and other car clubs obtain contributions from 
dealerships or import car tuners and repair centers in exchange 
for having their names displayed on our T-shirts, on banners 
at the events, and with frequent plugs during meetings and 
social events such as dinners.  Toyo Tires has given us cer-
tificates or discounts worth up to $600, and other sponsors 
have included Concours, International Autos, Tire Rack, and 
our loyal newsletter advertisers such as O’Reilly’s and Little 
Car Shop.  We feel the need to up the ante.  For example, the 
Chicago Audi club is especially adept at getting sponsorship 
so they can give out great freebies such as lawn chairs, micro-
fiber jackets, and duffle bags plastered with logos at no cost to 
them.  Their sponsors include commercial banks and insur-
ance companies!

The person or persons who offer their help should be will-
ing to make cold calls with the passion we associate with our 
most enthusiastic members.  We can provide major sponsors 
(contributions worth $500 and up) with some exciting tan-
gible benefits in addition to advertising and promotion of 
their product or services.  Please contact Club President Darcy 
Yench if interested.
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James Hunt Goes Racing 
We first met James Hunt at the Bimmerstrasse Event at Road America dur-
ing the 2006 American Le Mans Series race.  At the time, he was Assistant 
Manager of BMW of North America’s M Division.  He recently updated us 
on his efforts to fulfill his lifelong dream of becoming a race car driver:

It brings me great pleasure to announce that I have been selected by 
SPEEDtv.com, website for the SPEED Channel, to be the feature of a 
year long documentary about my pursuit of becoming a professional 

race car driver.  The year long documentary will highlight every step of 
my process to pursue my dream in the form of weekly features I’ll write, 
photos of my endeavors, and exclusive videos of my life and my races. 

SPEEDtv.com is the largest and most comprehensive racing and automo-
tive news site on the web, and I’d like to think their choice of little ole’ 
me is an indicator that my career and dreams are headed in the right 
direction.

The first installment can be seen on SPEEDtv.com at http://auto-racing.
speedtv.com/article/koni-challenge-a-year-in-the-life-of-rookie-james-
hunt/.

While I’d love to paint my year of coverage on SPEEDtv,com as nothing 
but rosy and perfect, the idea of the feature is to show what a young 
driver goes through to make it not to the top, but to the first step on the 
pro racing ladder.  As many of you know, I just completed my first Koni 
Challenge race at Daytona--we had a strong on-track showing, and also 
delivered strong off-track media coverage in the race broadcast, and 
publicity on SPEEDtv.com. 

My next “challenge” is to find a season long ride in Koni Challenge, 
World Challenge, the MX-5 series, or all three!  My Daytona ride was a 
one-off, but I’m hopeful to land back in that seat or others that become 
known.  Hopefully the weekly drama of my efforts to find a ride, to deliver 
for that team or teams, and to positively promote those I represent will 
be compelling content for the 1,000,000 viewers that visit SPEEDtv.com 
each month.

Another major aspect of the feature will be an in-depth look at my partic-
ipation in the upcoming racing reality TV show called “Setup Season 2.”  
The show will air on SPEED TV with eight episodes, one hour in length on 
every Thursday evening beginning February 21st and ending April 10th 
at 8 pm ET/5 PT.  If you miss it the first time, the show will be re-aired on 
Thursday nights at 11 CT, Friday mornings at 7 CT, and Sunday nights at 9 
CT.  For more information on the show you can visit the show website at 
http://www.setup-tv.com (although it has not been updated for season 2 
yet).
Thanks for all your support!
Best wishes,
James Hunt

james@jameshuntracing.com    •    www.jameshuntracing.com 

from the President
 by Darcy Yench

COME ON 
Let’s DO IT Again...

The holiday season has come and gone.  Our 
35th Anniversary Holiday Party was another 
well attended event.  Lots of fun was had.  

Check out the recap inside this issue.  Special 
thanks go to Chris and Dave Thuerk and Mike 
Clemens for all their hard work organizing this 
one.  Our door prize sponsors were absolutely 
AWESOME this year.  Many thanks to our spon-
sors as well.

I would like to take a moment to thank all of the 
volunteers who helped make last year as suc-
cessful as it was.  Congratulations to the new 
board of 2008, may you serve your membership 
well.  Thank you to our departing officers for 
your service over the past two years.  We are 
fortunate to have a very talented, dedicated and 
devoted group of members who give year after 
year in one capacity or another.  Please remem-
ber this is YOUR board and that we operate to 
serve the members.  Don’t be afraid to ask for 
help and as always we are looking for new vol-
unteers to help with our upcoming events.  Our 
members are like customers, both need good 
customer service.  All of our Board meetings are 
open to the general membership and your atten-
dance is encouraged.

We have some exciting things lined up this year 
and some we are still working on.  I am VERY 
EXCITED to bring the Badger Bimmers Board 
meeting to Madison in March.  Having Board 
meetings in other parts of the state was one of 
the things I set out to do when I was elected.  
Now that it is happening, let’s see some of you 
Madison-area people at the Capital Brewery for 
a tour, lunch and Board meeting to be held March 
15th at noon.  Please contact Dusten Turnow, our 
liason to the Board, dustent@msn.com if you plan 
to attend, so he can plan for the food.

It’s not the cars, it’s the people!  I look forward to 
meeting you at an event this year! bi
‘Til next time…

Darcy
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This year’s Gala moved into the Villa Filomena, located on 
the east side near Marshall and State.  It’s a spectacular 
Italian-style villa that was expanded to provide a large 

dining/ballroom.  Our evening 
was catered by Chef Jack for 
the second year.  The hors 
d’oeuvres, tasty and hot, came 
continuously until we sat down 
for dinner.  It was, as last year, a 
truly exceptional meal topped off 
by an unforgettable cheesecake 
desert.  

To eliminate the parking chal-
lenge on the East side, the Club 
covered the cost of valet parking.  
The setting proved so  
congenial that the Club has 
reserved the Villa for next year. 

In celebrating our 35th anniver-
sary, we acknowledged our long-
standing Club members.  We were 
fortunate that two of our charter 
members attended: Jim Van 
Orsdal and Les Walenta.  We can 
credit these early members for 
establishing what most of us hold 
as a suburb car club.  Jim told a 
very interesting story about how 
he became involved with his first 
BMW, which was a major depar-
ture from his muscle car youth, 
and how the Club was estab-
lished.  Jim responded to a notice 
he saw in a car magazine that 
asked people who were inter-
ested in BMWs to respond and 
send in a self-addressed stamped 
envelope.  What he received 
several months later was a list 
of all the individuals living in the 
Southeast part of Wisconsin who 
had also responded.  One of the 
people on the list took the initia-
tive to arrange a meeting.  Our 
current Club is the result of the 
efforts of this group and many 
others over the last three decades.   
Thank you, Jim and Les!

We awarded the annual Meritorious Damage Trophy to Mike 
Loos for his valiant engine replacements through the season.

The ballots for our annual election were tallied at the meet-
ing.  We re-elect-
ed Cindy Ansay 
as Vice President 
and David 
Thuerk as Board 
member.  New 
officers include 
David Swernoff, 
Secretary, 
and Mustafa 
“Batman” Emir as 
Board member.  

We welcome our new officers and give 
thanks to the departing officers, Board 
member Ryan Braithwaite and Secretary 
Ryan Alexander, for their service during 
the past two years.

This year’s door prizes were outstanding.  
Prizes included a BMW Cruise bicycle, 
a Bell helmet, gift certificates for driving 
schools, Bucks tickets, a watch, and many 

more.

I would like to thank 
my wife Chris, Darcy 
Yench, Mike Clemens, 
Chris Fredette and 
Cindy Ansay for their 
efforts in putting 
together the Holiday 
Party, and for their 

help in set-up 
registration that 
evening.  Also, 
we all thank the 
door prize donors: 
Laurel BMW, 
the Milwaukee 
Bucks, B.S. Levy, 
Concours BMW, 
Zimbrick BMW, 
the Tire Rack, 
International Auto, 

Bill Nicoud, O’Reilly Motor Cars, Knauz 
BMW, and Little Car Shop. bi

2007 Holiday Party

Photos by Darcy Yench
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Maybe the Best  
BMW Engine Ever!

W ard’s Auto World 10-best engine selection is out for 
2008, for the 14th year.  This year, 37 engines were 
evaluated by six Auto World editors during their daily 

driving.  To qualify, engines had to be available in a produc-
tion vehicle, be present in showrooms during the first quarter 
of 2008 and in vehicles with a base-price limit of $54,000.  
There aren’t any classes for cylinder count, engine size, 
boost/no boost or fuel type.  Engines are compared based on 
the technology, power, fuel mileage, etc.  The editors debate  

their choices until the 
final 10 engines are 
selected.

BMW’s in-line six has 
won a position among 
the ten best.  BMW’s 
winning engine this 
year is the 3.0 liter 
twin-turbo N54 engine.  
Besides twin turbos, 
the engine includes 

dual overhead cams, direct injection and variable valve tim-
ing.  The N54 is the first gasoline engine to use direct injec-
tion piezohydraulic injectors, and is the first all-aluminum 
in-line six to combine direct injection and turbo charging. 

The N54 engine delivers 300 horsepower (100 HP per liter), 
which is quite good but not exceptional for today’s six cyl-
inders.  What makes this engine’s performance stand out 
and above all other six cylinder engines is the impressive 300 
foot pounds of torque, available from 1,400 through 5,000 rpm.  
Additionally, this power is available without turbo lag.  Auto 
World stated, “BMW, with help from turbo-maker Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries, Ltd., finally delivers” turbo power with no 
waiting.  This engine package provides amazing performance, 
referred to as “vicious but ultra-refined punch” with “peer-
less 6-cylinder inline smoothness.”  The editors were also 
pleased with the 22 mpg during a good amount of aggressive, 
spirited driving.  The editors’ overall comment was, “And 
just maybe the best BMW engine ever.”  This engine, which 
also was selected for the 10 Best Engines for 2007, won the 
International Engine of the Year Award for 2007.  

The engine’s high torque level should make it great for driv-
ing schools.  It will be interesting to see these engines at our 
schools.  Do you have a twin turbo?  Consider joining us at a 
driving school and let us know how it performs.  Are you curi-
ous about what goes on at our driving schools?  You’re invit-
ed to visit and see what occurs during the day.  (You could 
also get a ride in an instructor’s car on-track to experience 
driving at speed.)  Come on by — you’ll have a great time. bi

— Dave Theurk

’07 Kart Race Won by Ringer
By Roger Pensly

Ryan Osiecki and his affable friend, Zach ‘the Ringer’ 
Ply, won the Bimmers’ Annual Kart Enduro race, held 
December 31st at Chicago Indoor Racing in Buffalo 

Grove, IL.  Experienced in kart racing, Zach was a hair faster 
than his partner and set the fastest lap time of 29.81 seconds.  
Together their average lap time over the sixty minute race 
was a fast 30.71.  They completed 117 laps, six laps ahead of 
the runners-up.  Zach races regularly at the venue and his 
experience paid off.  The winners were exceptionally strong 
as well, with each driving half the event with no other breaks.  
Everyone else raced for the other two podium spots.

The field consisted of eleven teams.  Second place was 
taken by last year’s winner, Scott Schuerell, and his partner, 
Brandon Bennett.  They averaged 32.15 seconds per lap.  The 
race for third was very close, with  average lap times for three 
teams differing by only one tenth of a second.  Two laps from 
the end, a tiring Charles High was passed by Mike Heitkemper 
(or was it Jerry David?) for third place.  Charles and Jeff 
Joy, the latter bearing a weight penalty of over forty pounds 
compared to the younger, more slender teams of the first two 
podium finishers, thus finished a disappointing fourth.

The difference between the third place and fourth place 
teams in lap average was 0.03 second, the equivalent of a 
short sneeze.  In fifth place, Senior Master Instructor John 
Morgan and Shields Bergstrom, a national competitor in 
shifter karts and currently testing for Champ Car, were handi-
capped by an inferior kart.  They were closing in on Charles 
in spite of their inferior equipment.  These three teams fin-
ished on the same lap.

The event featured skilled driving from every team, with no 
penalties for overly aggressive driving — a sign of the driv-
ers’ respect for each other.  Pit stops were fun to watch, 
ranging from13 to 37 seconds.  Heitkemper and David were 
quickest at 13.76.  The only disappointment was the closed 
bar after the race. bi

Madison Spring Rallye
~ April 27, 2008 ~

Join us on April 27 for the Madison Spring Rallye.  Rallye 
Master, Jim Jurgenson, will be putting together a TSD 
Rallye for us in the Mount Horeb area.  We will begin 

the day with instructions and an explanation of how to do a 
TSD.  This will be a great event for beginners and seasoned 
Rallyers alike.  Watch the bimmer immer for more details 
on this exciting event!  If you would like to help out, we are 
looking for volunteers to work checkpoints and help run 
the event.  Please RSVP to Dusten Tornow at dustent@msn.
com. bi
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from the Membership Chair
Welcome, New Members

The following new members have recently 
joined the Badger Bimmers:
Gregory Black ’06 325xi Mequon
Peter Botham  Barneveld
John Chancellor ’95 M3 Madison
Ethan Erickson ’08 X5 Eau Claire
Thomas Greenwald  Lake Geneva
Jim Grom ’99 528i Kenosha
Chris Haebich ’03 X5 Schofield
Steve Sawrence  Green Bay
Colin Norton ’98 328i Madison
Christian Ringberg ’99 M3 Platteville
Michel Schiesser ’08 X3 Fontana
Medha Wylie ’90 325is Milwaukee
Dennis Chung  Milwaukee
Mike Clark ’97 318Ti Watertown
Isabel Erickson ’08 328xi Milwaukee
Carl Kreienkamp ’74 2002 Madison
Dean Nolde  River Falls
Chris Paegelow ’91 325ix Milwaukee
Tim Priebe ’00 740il Milwaukee
Janeen Savage  Mukwonago
Danielle VanDerwaal  Okauchee
Anton Vayner ’95 M3 Milwaukee

The officers and Board members welcome you to the Club 
and hope to see you at a future event or meeting.  Check out 
the Club Web site at www.badgerbimmers.org.  Also consid-
er signing up for the Yahoo e-mail alert group to receive new 
information and reminders about upcoming events.

If you have any questions about the Club, activities, or 
other BMW-related issues, feel free to contact me at 
Membership@badgerbimmers.org..  For those of you in the 
Madison area, contact our Madison-area Liaison, Dustin 
Tornow, at madisonliaison@badgerbimmers.org, or for those 
of you in the north-central part of the state, contact Liaison 
Jeff Sonnleitner of Oshkosh at foxvalleyliaison@badgerbi
mmers.org.  Or find their e-mail links on the Club Web site.  
E-mail addresses can be located with the officers link on the 
Web site.  Happy Motoring! bi

— Paul Szedziewski

Gingerman Raceway 
with CGI – June 9, 2008

You may have had fun at Road America or you may have 
had fun at Blackhawk Farms.  You may have also spent 
a number of days at one or both of the tracks.  Well, 

why not sign up for a day at Gingerman Raceway in South 
Haven, Michigan.  This summer we will again have a day at 
Gingerman with CGI Group, Monday, June 9th. 

You can plan on a fun day with a 20-minute run every hour.  
Novice students to the track will have a classroom to start the 
day and one session getting to know the track with a couple of 
drivers leading the way and students with instructors in the car 
with them to learn the turns, straights and drive lines through-
out the course. 

Why Gingerman?  Well, it is a very challenging, technical 
course with a good road surface, a couple of complex corners 
and A LOT OF RUN OFF WITHOUT ANY TREES OR MAJOR 
HASSLES.  A lot of runoff allows each and every student to 
have great sight lines to drive off-track and slow down the car 
for a safe re-entry to the track.  And, if the run group is too 
“bunched together” for your driving pleasure, then a simple 
exit and return to the false grid allows you to go back out when 
the traffic is concentrated on another part of the course.

The driving day begins with a general meeting followed by 
further classroom for novices as the Instructor/Advanced 
students get to warm up with their first session.  20 minute 
sessions every hour from 10 am (EST) to 6 pm with a one-hour 
break for lunch from 12 to 1 pm.  Many students are already 
tired and ready to pack up for the return home before the final 
sessions are run, but you be the judge as to how long to play 
on the track.  The lunch counter is pretty good, too, with no 
other dining areas close by if you choose not to bring your 
lunch.

So how do I get started?  Below you will find the basic contact 
information needed to get involved.  The information about the 
Ferry is for those who do not want to drive over on Sunday.  It 
adds a bit to the cost but makes for an enjoyable day-trip to 
Michigan.  If you have not taken the Ferry, it may be worth the 
trip. 

The following are the important links to get started.

CGI Motorsports:  www.cgimotorsports.com
Gingerman Raceway:  www.gilngermanraceway.com
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High-Speed Ferry:  www.lake-express.com

So go ahead and take a look at the track on the Gingerman 
Web site, check out the sign-up materials at CGI and, if you 
wish, check out the Ferry as well.  Then download the registra-
tion form and write the check.  Finally, mail your forms to:

Paul Szedziewski 
3017 N Booth Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53212

The deadline for registration is April 30, 2008.  CGI will hold 
the school open for Badger Bimmer members who get their 
forms to Paul by that date.  After that, registration is open to all 
others.  If you have questions, you can contact Paul at 414-264-
4343.  We ARE going to have great weather and a wonderful 
day at the track. bi

Badger Bimmers Board 
Meeting in Madison!

~ Saturday, March 15 ~

Please join us at Capital Brewery for the Badger Bimmers’ 
March Board meeting.  Kirby Nelson, the Brewmaster 
at Capital Brewery, has generously invited us to the 

brewery for our meeting.  Get acquainted with other Club 
members, find out what the upcoming years activities will 
be and find out how you can help plan our events.  This is 
a great opportunity to get involved with the Club!  We will 
bring in a catered lunch for the meeting and show Jenny 
Morgan’s 2006 Year in Pictures DVD.  Of course there will be 
tasty Capital Brewery beers available along with a tour of the 
brewery given by the Brewmaster himself.  Contact the Club’s 
Madison Liaison Dusten Tornow at dustent@msn.com for 
more information or questions. bi

Spring Clean Up — 
~ May 10, 2008 ~

As I write this, I can see more snow falling outside my 
window.  So far this winter, we have received almost 
80 inches of snow and I am wondering if the snow 

will be gone by May 10th.  Now I am trying to keep looking 
forward to the Spring Clean Up and warmer weather.  Our 
annual Spring Clean is scheduled for May 10th at O’Reilly 
Motor Cars.  Mike Loos has welcomed the Club back again 
for this year’s Clean Up.  Our activities will start at 10 am.  
Bring your car to the rear of the shop for washing, and then 
drive into the heated shop so you can wax, clean the inte-
rior, or whatever.  O’Reilly Motor Cars is located on Cherry 
Street between 3rd and 4th.  This is just north of downtown 
Milwaukee.  There will be continental breakfast items to 
enjoy along with great conversation with your fellow Club 
members.

This year we have a representative of ACCI-DENT, a paint-
less dent removal system, attending the Clean Up.  Nick 
Sanfilippo, a current Badger Bimmer member, will be avail-
able to remove dents during the Clean Up.  If you are inter-
ested in seeing the repair process and/or would like a dent 
removed, bring you car in and have a top-notch dent removal 
service make a repair.  ACCI-DENT performs dent removal 
service for Concours BMW.  If you have any questions about 
the dent removal or would like an estimate, call Nick at 414-
305-5005 and indicate you will be at the Badger Bimmer’s 
Spring Clean Up.

If you have any questions about the Clean Up, contact Dave 
at 262-784-4180. bi
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Live from Germany!
 by Jeff Joy

This is the final installment in the saga 
of Sabine and Klaus at OktoberFAST 2007

John Morgan then sent us out to a local shade-tree 
garage mechanic who had a great repu-
tation as a welder, just a few miles from 

the track.  When John’s sister, Jenny, and I 
showed up at his house, there in plain view 
were fantastic street rods, vintage cycles, 
along with classic Willy’s “in progress” res-
torations.  We stumbled onto an automotive 
treasure trove of Americana.  Jenny chatted 
up the Welder with a few stories of her proj-
ects.  It was obvious that she was seriously 
impressed by the displayed craft and skill 
exhibited by the projects.

Our welder fired up his kit and did the whole 
job with no gloves.  He nailed a beautiful 
weld and charged me a whole $20.

Jenny also graciously recorded Sabine and Klaus’ visit with 
photos and video throughout the week.  She’s captured many 
great moments of our Club over the years and was the per-
fect person to capture the intensity and beauty of our week-
end.  Sabine and Klaus were always ready for interviews 
before, after and during drives, and made it quickly known 
that they were as enthusiatic as any of us about tracks.  
Though we do Driver’s Schools for education and pleasure 
— for them, it’s their job.

James Malles, the President of the Chicago Bimmer club 
had e-mailed me early after learning the Germans would be 
arriving.  Generously he offered up his E39 (V8)M5 for a few 
tire melting rides by Sabine and some hardy passengers.  Jim 
bravely had a few car loads of Bimmer-maniacs exploring the 
nether regions of adhesion at the track from the rear seat. 
Jenny travelled bravely in the back of the car with all her 
video equipment getting tossed about.  Exiting the M5 totally 
car sick, Jenny truly suffered for her art.  I can’t wait to see 
her footage.

I also had a few Club members who had contributed to the 
Club in many ways who couldn’t attend the entire weekend.  
I had them bring their cars up especially for a test drive with 
Sabine and Klaus and we donated the proceeds from these 
drives to Badger Bimmers’ adopted charity, Second Harvest. 
Sabine got one look at the first one, a Mercedes CLS AMG 

and groaned “NOOOOOOOOOO — you are going to make me 
drive that tank!!!???”  I found it fanastic and radical to have 
Sabine sneer at a 500hp uber sedan.

Sure enough, the Swabian Scud was back in three laps 
with it’s brake warning lights flashing like a pinball machine 
imploring Sabine to pull over and let it rest.  Sabine jumped 
out of the car laughing with barely a glance back.  As her 

student exited, looking rather drunk as he 
stumbled out, I asked him how the laps 
went.  He said, as Sabine and he went into 
the first turn, he thought to himself, “We’re 
in trouble.”  As they entered the next cor-
ner and she got used to the car, he had one 
thought: “I AM GOING TO %$#@ DIE!!!”  He 
then explained how the rest of the ride with 
Sabine was the most amazing display of car 
control he had ever experienced.

Well, my track car is very easy to drive hard.  
I had been looking forward to my friends 
using it since it’s usually bulletproof.  I sent 
Klaus out to run a few laps in it.  Watching 
him drive was like watching a master chef 
in his kitchen.  He was remarkable in the 

instantaneous nature of his actions while there was zero 
slack in any movement he made.

My friend John Scobey had been looking forward to this 
weekend for years.  A friend of mine since law school, he had 
always had a taste for cars, tracks, speed, etc. but had never 
had the right circumstances to learn car control in the safe 
and fun confines of the track.

Perhaps I sent him a little bit over his head having him use 
my SCCA track car since it’s more responsive to inputs than 
your average BMW street car.  When you brake hard in this 
car, it BRAKES HARD, but can also lock the front tires the 
instant you overlap any braking and turning.  It took John a 
while to figure out that squaring off the tires wasn’t the fast 
way around the track.  I’m still smelling vulcanized Toyo Tires 
in my helmet.

I’ve instructed for many years, but instructing a good friend 
was in ways more challenging.  John was game and was 
well prepared for the weekend but needed an expert hand, 
literally.  It was hard for him to concentrate at times while an 
open exhaust was blaring and your whole car is twitching on 
every contour on the track.  Sabine then went out with John 
a few laps and dropped the hammer on him.  Whenever she 
thought that John needed more throttle she pushed his leg 
down on the throttle... crude, but 

Sabine Schmitz & Klaus Abbelen

Continued on page 12
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We have scheduled five drivers’ education events for 2008.  Four of the events will be held at 
Blackhawk Farms Raceway and the fifth event will be held at Road America.   
 
Event Schedule 
 

Days Event Dates Registration Open Location 
Friday May 23rd March 1st Blackhawk Farms Raceway 
Friday June 27th March 1st Blackhawk Farms Raceway 
Monday July 28th March 1st Blackhawk Farms Raceway 
Friday – Sunday August 15th – 17th To be determined Blackhawk Farms Raceway 
Friday – Sunday September 5th – 7th May 1st Road America - Oktoberfast 
 
The event at Blackhawk in August will be run with the Milwaukee Region of the Porsche Club of 
America.  In addition to drivers’ education there will be BMW CCA club racing and PCA club 
racing.  Both race groups will have sprint and enduro races. Drivers’ education sessions will be 
available on all three days.  There will be two DE groups with four sessions per day for each DE 
group.  For this event DE will be limited to those with previous DE experience. 
 
As usual with Oktoberfast Friday is limited to advanced students and instructors. 
 
Event Registration 
 
This year all event registration will be handled through motorsportreg.com.  Many clubs around 
the country are using this service for registration for all kinds of events.  Switching from our own 
registration system to the one provided by motorsportreg.com should make things easier for 
both those attending our events as well as the event organizers.   
 
Registration for the Blackhawk events in May, June and July will open on March 1st.  
Registration details for the August event at Blackhawk are not complete at this time.  More 
information will be provided at a later date.  Registration for Oktoberfast will open on May 1st. 
 
Between now and when registration opens you need to do one of two things.  If you don’t 
already have an account at motorsportreg.com you will need to create one.  If you already have 
an account all you need to do is add the Badger Bimmers as one of your club memberships. 
 
Motorsportreg.com does offer credit card payment services but at the present time we will still 
only allow payment by check.  At the end of the registration process for an event a confirmation 
page will be displayed that contains information about where your check must be sent along 
with some waiver information.  You must print the confirmation page, sign and date it and then 
send it in along with your check. 
 
If you have questions about the process of using motorsportreg.com please send an email to 
Mike Clemens at mclemens@execpc.com.  The next 2 pages detail the steps for creating a 
motorsportreg.com account or for updating your current account to include the Badger Bimmers 
club. 



Page 10 www.badgerbimmers.org

2008 Badger Bimmer Drivers’ Education Events and Registration 
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Creating a new motorsportreg.com account 
 

1. Go to motorsportreg.com. 
 

2. On the right hand side of the home page click “Create an account now!”.  
 

3. On the next page enter your first name, last name, email address and zip code and then 
click the “Continue” button. 

 
4. On the next page enter your street address, emergency contact information, sign-in 

identifier and password.  Click the “Continue” button. 
 

5. On the next page you may enter your car information.  This isn’t required but it will 
greatly help the event organizers if you enter your car’s make, year, model and color.  
The rest of the information can be entered if you want.  Since the Badger Bimmer club 
assigns car numbers you don’t need to enter anything in the “Preferred Numbers” 
section. Click the “Continue” button. 

 
6. On the next page you may enter your driving experience information.  Again this isn’t 

required but will help the event organizers make sure you are placed in the correct run 
group.  When you are finished entering your experience information click the “Continue” 
button. 

 
7. The “Selected Upcoming Events” page will be displayed.  None of our events will be 

available for registration until March 1st.  You should click “My Account” from the list of 
tabs at the top of the page. 

 
8. On the “My Account” page verify the information you have entered and add the Badger 

Bimmers as one of your club memberships.  To do this click “+ Add Club”. 
 

9. On the “Add New Memberships” page click the small box next to “BMWCCA Badger 
Bimmers Chapter” and enter your BMW CCA membership number in the “Member #” 
area.  You can also select other clubs if you want.  Go to the bottom of the page and 
click the “Save Memberships” button.  The “Club Memberships” page will be displayed.  
You can return to your account information by clicking “Return to My Account”. 

 
10. You are now ready to register for Badger Bimmer events.  When you want to register 

just return to the site, log-in using your identifier and password and then select an event.  
Our three Blackhawk Farms events will be available for registration on March 1st.  
Oktoberfast will open for registration on May 1st.  Details on registration for the August 
event at Blackhawk Farms will be distributed at a later date. 
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North Shore’s BMW-Volkswagen-Audi Specialist

Convenient NEW LOCATION!
Just west of Green Bay Avenue,

at the end of Bender Road

(414) 228.8292
2201 West Bender Road, Suite #10

www.alpineimportspecialists.com
info@alpineimportspecialists.com

20+ years of BMW experience

Latest BMW computer diagnostic equipment

Complete, personalized BMW services, including scheduled maintenances under warranty

Premium BMW parts and accessories, including Nokian tires

Tire rim packages from the Tire Rack

UUC performance parts distributor

2008 Badger Bimmer Drivers’ Education Events and Registration 
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Adding the Badger Bimmers if you already have a motorsportreg.com account 
 

1. Go to motorsportreg.com. 
 

2. Logon using your existing identifier and password. 
 

3. When the “Selected Upcoming Events” page is displayed click on the “My Account” tab 
at the top of the page. 

 
4. Click on the “Edit Clubs” button.  When the “Club Memberships” page is displayed click 

“Add clubs to membership”.  When the list of clubs is displayed click the small box next 
to “BMWCCA Badger Bimmers Chapter” and enter you BMW CCA membership number 
in the “Member #” area.  Go to the bottom of the page and click “Save Memberships”. 

 
5. You are now ready to register for Badger Bimmer events.  When you want to register 

just return to the site, log-in using your identifier and password and then select an event.  
Our three Blackhawk Farms events will be available for registration on March 1st.  
Oktoberfast will open for registration on May 1st.  Details on registration for the August 
event at Blackhawk Farms will be distributed at a later date.  
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We Love Referrals!
(And People Love To Be Referred)

Dings Repaired & Hail Too
While You Wait w/No Paint!

• Restore Vehicle’s Appearance and Value
• Keep Your Original Finish
• Fast Same Day or Instant Service
• Unbelievable Low Rates
• Insurance Approved
• Free Estimates
• 100% Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed
• NO Appointment Necessary

(262) 785-9595 • Milw./Brookfield Area
(920) 749-9000 • Fox Valley Area
(608) 256-9000 • Madison Area

Visit: www.IHateDings.com
for additional information,

maps to locations and a coupon for service.

effective.  John realized that he was driving the car quite far 
below the physical limits of both himself and the car.  With 
real confidence in himself and his instructor, John drove 
notably smoother.  Of course the by-product of smooth on the 
track is fast.  John was smoother, faster and more safe all in 
one session.  I was overjoyed.  Thank You Sabine.

Later Sabine rounded out her day by pitching around a new 
M6.  BMW fit’s a brake wear indicator that reads pad thick-
ness on this car.  When Sabine started her session, the 
indicator read 33,000 miles.  Sabine apparently thought, as a 
factory BMW driver, that she should deduct some life from 
the pads.  After a few laps, Sabine saw that the counter read 
3,000 miles.  I’m not sure if the owner sent her a bill for the 
brake pads or not.

All these experiences and all the appreciative and knowledg-
able Club members made this a once-in-a-lifetime event.  I’ve 
never had such a busy and eventful weekend and have to 
thank the Badger Bimmer Board, fellow instructors, and all 
the event personnel for making this a reality.  I learned that a 
race driver is a car nut whatever country you’re from, gender 
you are, or language you use.  I also learned that if you have 
a German coming to drive your car at the track, order a few 
extra brake pads — they could come in handy. bi

OktoberFAST...
Continued from page 8
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2400 S. 108th Street - Milwaukee

Phone: 888-703-8616
(On Highway 100, Between Lincoln & National) i n t e r n a t i o n a l - a u t o s . c o m

WISCONSIN’S LARGEST! VOLUME SELECTION! VOLUME SAVINGS!

010820-MAG-6.5x4.5-4C  6/20/03  11:49 AM  Page 1 John Nied Clients D-L:INTERNATIONAL AUTO: LAYOUTS ONL

KNAUZ BMW
Award-winning Center of
Excellence and #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction 
3 years in a row.

Contact Knauz Parts
department at

GOOSEBUMPS AVAILABLE.

KNAUZ BMW
407 Skokie Highway, Rt. 41.
Lake Bluff, Illinois
knauz.com

800.BMW.PART

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

BMW

knauz.com
1-847-604-5000

High performance enhancements & genuine BMW parts. Installed by KNAUZ BMW factory trained technicians.
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EUROPEAN AUTO HOUSE

11020 N. BUNTROCK AVE. MEQUON, WI 53092 • 262-242-6530

Open Monday thru Friday 9am -5pm • Stop in or Call For an Appointment

Jim Kadow
BMW Master Technician

Also Servicing 
• Saab • Porsche • VW • MB

NEW
LOCATION

w w w. e a h o n l i n e . c o m
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1998 BMW 740IL. 71K mi. $14K obo. Never harsh weather. Ext black, 
int cream leather. All options except navigation. All service records. New 
Wheel Exchange M-wheels. 3rd owner. Need to sell! Call Tom at 920-
382-3550. 7/07

M I S C E L L A N I A

E46 M3 wheel-tire package. Factory M-style alloy wheels, satin chrome 
finish, 18 x 8.0 front, 18 x 9.0 rear, excellent condition. Michelin Pilot 
Sport tires 225/45R-18 front, 255/40R-18 rear.  Rear tires less than 200 
mi.  Front tires original, 20k miles.  $750 OBO. Pickup only (Fox Point) 
412-418-4127 or email aleithe@mac.com. 3/08

E30 convertible hardtop. Purchased in Germany, excellent condition. 
Quiets convertible’s ride, feels warmer. Black leather look, electric 
defrost, easy to install. Pickup preferred. $1,700 MichaelPaul: 608-445-
2827 (c); czech@pobox.com. (Madison). 3/08

E30 Parts. Car lost in a fire. Variety of parts mostly new. Headlight, 
convertible seal, oil filter, dash bulbs, wipers, Bentley manual, 1987 
electrical troubleshooting manual and more. Sold individually or the lot. 
MichaelPaul: 608 445-2827 (c); czech@pobox.com. (Madison)    3/08

X5 alloy wheels (4). Great shape. Two have marks near hub from 
auto shop, but not very noticeable. No tires. Can be inspected in 
Brookfield. Prefer local pickup. Contact Tom Galfano: 414-803-2451 or 
tgalfano@wellscap.com. 3/08

535xi Tire/wheel package (Tire Rack). 245/35R19 Bridgestone Potenza 
RE906AS Pole Position. 19x8 Rial Nogaro Wheels. TPM equipped. 6K 
mi on tires, like new.  Wheels rashed, dented. $2150 new. $995 OBO. 
608-756-1978 after 5 pm (Janesville) or neumann@ticon.net. 3/08

E-36 M3 OEM Exhaust (cat-back), as new. $300. Steve Lewis, 
608.238.1242 or steven.lewis@uwalumni.com. 12/07

Michelin Pilot Alpin snow tires 205/50 R17 (4)  on AT Italia M Replica 
7.5x15 rims. Tires, ~10K mi.; rims, excellent condition. Fit E30 or E46.  
$350+shipping.  Jay at 715-341-9188 or jlcook@charter.net. 12/07

Dunlop SPV Winter Sport M3 tires 205/55R16 M&S (4) used 1 winter. 
$240 OBO.  Dick @ 920-238-5670 or Dick@Theblameys.net. 12/07

Heated winter storage.  Limited spots available near 135th and 
Hampton. Call Bob 414-861-1624. 10/07

Bridgestone Blizzaks (4). 255/55R18 tires/steel rims, mounted/
balanced, for X5. Fit 4.4 or 4.6. $250/obo. Pickup only (Oconomowoc), 
no shipping.  414-791-3437 or e-mail dmacnally@orp.com. 10/07

BMW alloy winter wheels (4) for 2002 X5. Designed for 235/65 
R17 tires on X5. $350 OBO (new set at TireRack: $836). Pickup only, 
no shipping. Milwaukee area. Call 414-962-8540 evenings or e-mail 
dslavik@wi.rr.com. 10/07

TOYO RA1 255/40/17 (4). Used lightly, 2 events. At least 80% of new. 
Dismounted, stored inside. $75/each OBO. Photos on request. In 
Chicago.  howard@stearnjoglekar.com 10/07

Blizzak WS-50 225/60 R15 (4) from E39 (5-series) on steel rims. 
Used 1 season <6k mi; plenty of life. $350/obo. 920-901-1068 or email 
cjhansendds@comcast.net 10/07

Vehicle Storage. Reserve space now for the upcoming winter in 
safe, secure, heated facility in New Berlin. Power supplied for battery 
chargers. 24-hour security monitoring. Tony Stevens 262-352-7764. 
ads4189@yahoo.com 10/07
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Classified Ads
C A R S

1996 740iL. Aspen Silver, paint near perfect, no rust, Florida car. M-style 
18” wheels w/80% Conti tires.  Interior dove gray beautiful condition.  
Front seats redone. Have receipts for over $25K. Car’s like new inside 
and out. $9950, Steve 262-391-3570. 3/08

2001 740i Sport Edition. Black on black, M-wheels, Navi, Heated seats. 
Sport wheels/new tires, front-end bushings. Gorgeous. $18,500. Contact 
Steve: 262-391-3570 3/08

2000 M-Roadster. Super sharp, Imola red, black leather. Only 18,538 
original mi. A limited production vehicle w/head-turning classic style 
never outdated. Immaculate inside and out. Garaged, stored winters. 
BMW car cover, many other accessories included. Must see! Asking 
$23,900. Call Charley: 262-679-4638. 3/08

2004 330Ci. Orient Blue, Metallic/Brown Leather. Cold, Sport Packages, 
moonroof, park-distance control, Xenon lights, Harmon-Kardon sound. 
29K mi. $28,300. Jerry Wille, 414-764-2765 or jnjwille@tds.net. 12/07

1999 540iT. 4.4L V8. Titanium silver metallic w/sport, premium, 
cold, & audio pkgs, navigation, Xenon. Dove grey leather, moonroof, 
Steptronic. 130K mi. Recently replaced battery, radiator, exp. tank, 
fan, aux fan, thermostat, belts, hoses, coil. Synthetic oil. All records 
included. 18” BBS-style wheels/tires w/winter wheels/tires on original 
17” sport rims, Thule roof rack w/bike attachments. BMW vehicle 
history report, Carfax incl. $11,750. Fred Dahms @ 414-241-8910 or 
fred@mikkelsonbuilders.com for pics. 12/07

2005 325XI. Silver gray metalic. Factory warranty, excellent condition, 
5-spd automatic, 19” Enkei wheels w/Falken F452 235/35ZR19. 
Sunroof, premium package, integrated garage door opener, Bluetooth, 
MP3 audio connection, custom aluminum pedals, chrome dashboard 
dial rings. $25,500, Scott 262-893-0719. 12/07

1983 633CSI. Graphite/black leather. Automatic. 97k mi. Good overall 
condition but needs some work. 20+ years of Roundel included. $1000 
firm. Also some 2002,1800 and Barvaria parts free. 920-731-4897 or 
twhberg@sbcglobal.net. 10/07

1997 BMW 328is. Alpine White w/tan leather, heated seats, power 
everything, trip computer. Winter wheels/tires included! Mobil1, full 
maintenance record. New suspension, 17” wheels update the look. 
Meticulously maintained. 186k miles mostly highway. Very reliable. 
$7500 OBO. Contact Jeff Copp (West Salem, WI) 540-421-1763 or 
coppj@isd300.k12.mn.us. 9/07

1973 2002 w/many parts for sale. Complete & running, passes WI 
emissions. Has issues but driveable as is. Includes parts-car shell, w/
many parts: OEM sheet metal, re-chromed bumpers, weather seals, 
mouldings, trim, etc. Good starting car for restoration project, or race 
car. Parts alone worth asking price: $4,000 OBO. Contact Bill Nicoud 
(262) 268-1006 or e-mail wnicoud@wi.rr.com. 9/07

2002 Mini Cooper S. WMWRE334X2TD56224. Liquid yellow/white 
top, mirrors.  11.5k miles, sunroof, 6 speed manual with premium and 
performance packages.  Black cloth sports seats, 17” rims. No winters, 
showroom perfect.  $18,900 obo.  Call Mike Leslie @ 608-604-0122 or 
608-647-2961 (days) or 608-647-3137 (nights). (Wis).  8/07

Non-commercial ads are free to Club members, subject 
to space and editing.  Ads run for a minimum of three 
insertions and then are discontinued unless the editor 
is notified to continue running the ad.  Please notify 
us as soon as the item is sold. — Ed.
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